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THE SOCLETY’S PERIODICALS, - 


TuE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE AND SEAMEN’s FRIEND, a monthly publication of thirty-two pages, 
contains the proceedings of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society, and its Branches an 
Auxiliaries, with notices of the labors of local independent Societies in behalf of seamen, 
its aim-being to present a general view of the history, nature, progress and wants of the 
SHAMEN’S CAUSE, and,commend it to the sympathies, the prayers and the benefactions of 
¢he community. ress : eT 
Tus Macazine is sent to single subscribers for ONE DouLar a year, payable in advance, ~ 


Persons ordering a change in the direction of the MAGazinz should always give both the 
old and new address, in full . he oe 


THE SHAMEN’s FRIEND is issued, annually, as a four page tract adapted to seamen, and 
gratuitously distributed among them. It is furnished to Auxuiary Societies for this use, 
at the rate of Onn Doubar per hundred. : ; % 
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Tux Lire Boat, an eight-page paper, published monthly, will contain brief tales, anec: 
dotes, incidents, &c., and facts. mainly relating to the work of the Loan Liprarigs issued 
by the Society. Any Sabbath-School contributing to the Society $20 for a Loan LIBRARY. 
may receive fifty copies, gratis, for one year, with postage prepaid. 4; 


Provided a request is sent annually for the Sarors’ Magazine, it will be forwarded 
ratuitously to Life Directors, Life Members and pastors of churches in which a yearly col- 
fection is taken for the Society. 3 


It will also, upon application, be sent for one year to any one contributing at least n> 
ty Dollars for the general objects of the Society, or to endows Loan Libr: pas 3 

It 1s necessary that all receivers of the Ma@azinu, gratuitously, should give annual no- 
tices of their desire for its continuance. ae ‘ ; 
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REMITTANCES. . i e 

Remittances for the AMERICAN SEAMEN’s FRIEND SocrETyY, in payment of subscriptions to 
the Sainors’ Macazinu, or for any other purpose, should be ae th No. 76. Wall Stroet, New. 
York City, by P. O.. Money Order,.or check. or draft on New York, to the order of WILLIAM 
©. Sturcss, Treasurer, or money may be enclosed in a registered letter,’ Postmasters are- 
now obliged to register letters at ten cents each, when requested. If acknowledgments of 
remittances are not received by return mail, the Treasurer should ‘be notified at once. “ * 


LIFE MEMBERS AND DIRECTORS. 2 


The payment of Five Dollars makes an ANNUAL MuMBER of the Soci 
Dollars at. one time, a Lirzk Mumprer, The payment of One Hundred Dolls 
makes a Liri DirEcToR, eas 


, and of Thirty 
ars at one time 
ine {sal \ i > oy 


FORM OF A BEQUEST. j 


“*T give and bequeath to the AMERICAN SEAMEN S FRIEND Society, incorporated : 
Legislature of New York, in the year 1833, the sum of—, to be applied to tue chanitatie 
bse and BMEDCRER gt ihe said pocley. . eae ; Aa As Slash een 

ree witnesses should certify at the end/of the will, over their signatures, to fi r 
{ng formalities, which, in the formation of the will, should be SeMtcrie opened ee Gan q 

Ist. That the testator subscribed (or acknowledged the subscription of) the will in their 
presence.-—2nd. That he, at the sume tume, declared to thea that it was his iast will and tes: 
tament,—38rd. That they, the wituesses, then aud there, in his presence, and at, his request, 
and in presence of each other, sigued their namies theretv. as-witnesses. net Meets 4 
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LUX VERITATIS. 


Across the stormy blackness of the sea 

The harbor beacon throws its path of light, 
And sea-birds, flying landward wearily, 

Bear down upon it in tumultuous flight. 


Against the panes which warmth and brightness shed 
They dash, with eyes accustomed but,to gloom, 

The morning finds them broken-winged or dead 
Beside the light which drew them to their doom, 


That very night, along that rocky coast, ese 
A vessel fiies before the storm’s wild breath, ee 
Wrapped in thick darkness, every landmark lost, y, 
She seems, with all on board, the sport of death. ae 


But on the angry water falls a ray, oe, 
Light of the haven whence her course is bound, | vo 
Next morning in the harbor of the bay ¢ 
The good ship rides at anchor, safe and sound. 


And thou, whose foolish dreams are lying dead, 
Vanquished by Truth in an unequal fight, 

Whose hopes are broken, or have vanished, 
Hast thou contention with the Light of life? 


A thousand ships are riding on the sea, — 
Thine own, perhaps, is one of them to-night. 
Though broken-winged thy hopes return to thee; 
Rejoice thou in the shining of the Light! 
—Mary A. Tuompson, in Sunday School Times. 
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GOLDEN SAILS. 


I watched the seawinds wake and fill In hope I wait; the years go by; 
The sails that bare my love from me; I gaze across the cruel tide, 
I climbed the lofty lighthouse hill The kind heart-gossips draw them nigh 
To catch them gleaming down the sea. To weep in pity at my side. 
I looked towards my lonely home, - They tell me of wild stormy skies, 
I heard the shipmen gaily sing, Of one that comes no more to me, 
As swift they swept across the foam, They whisper how he drowned lies, 
Against the gold-red sunset-ring. Ah, dead! my love, far out at sea. 
And ever when my lone heart fails, But, when my broken spirit fails, 
To this sweet comfort shall I hold; A glimpse of other worlds is given: 
—I saw my true love’s passing sails, The jasper sea, glad Home-set sails, 


But they were lit with gleams of gold. All golden with the lights of Heaven, 
F, E. W., in The Month, 


THE SEVENTIETH ANNIVERSARY. 


The Seventieth Anniversary of the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEN: 
Society will be held in the Brick Church (Presbyterian) on the co. 
ner of Fifth Avenue and Thirty-Seventh Street, on Sunday, May & 
1898, at 11 o’clock, A. M. The Annual Sermon will be preached b 
its pastor, the Rev. HENry Van Dykes, D.D., and an abstract of th 
Annual Report will be presented by the Secretary. All the friends 
the Society are invited to be present. 

The Seventieth annual meeting of the Society will be held in th 
Sailors’ Home, 190 Cherry Street, on Monday, May 9, at 3 o’cloc 
P.M., when the reports of the year will be submitted, the usual bus: 
ness transacted and addresses made. 


EDITORIAL PARAGRAPHS. 


THE aid of every reader of this Magazine is invoked in behalf o 
the division of the concert-moneys given on steamships, which is sug) 
gested in the circular of this Society on that subject. The plan out 
lined is that one-half of all these steamship collections shall be give 
to sailor-charities on this side of the sea; not a large proportion whe 
it is remembered that on most of the steamers the voyagers are main 
Americans. What can you do? 

1, Please send to this office for the circular mentioned, if you an 
going abroad yourself. 

2. Please send the names and addresses of your friends who at 
going abroad. 

3. On the steamer eniist the friendly interest of the captain ani 
purser, and especially of the concert committee. Explain to them 
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and have it publicly understood that, unless otherwise designated by 
ithe donors, one-half of the money contributed will be sent directly to 
(Wu. ©. Srureus, treasurer of the AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND So- 
CIETY, 76 Wall Street, New York, or to Brown, SuHripLeyY & Co., 
‘London, to the credit of the American Seamen’s Charity Fund, Wm, 

C. Sturass, treasurer ; and have it also publicly announced that Mr. 

STURGES will divide the money equally between the AMERICAN SzA- 
|MEN’S FRIEND Socrrety, the New York Port Society, the SoclETY 
{fOR THE RELIEF OF THE DESTITUTE CHILDREN OF SEAMEN, Staten 
island, and the MARINERS’ Famity AsyLuM, Staten Island, all of 
which depend on the public for support, enjoy the confidence of the 
ommunity, and are doing a good work for seamen. 

' 4, Let the chairman at the entertainment or some one write to the 
eSecretary of this Society, 76 Wall Street, New York, giving the name 
fof the vessel, the date of sailing, the amount of the collection, and 
the mode of its remittance, that it may be traced if the receipt is de- 
jiayed. 

j All this means care just at a time when you are trying to escape 
irom care ; but please take the trouble to further this plan. It has 
iworked fairly well, but is capable of much larger results ; which, how- 
ever, will not be reached unless Americans remember American sea- 
imen’s needs and work a little to secure them. 


| THe Navat AcApEmMy. On April 2 the Secretary went to Annap- 
plis to make the annual presentation of Bibles to the First Class of 
wNaval Cadets, a gift made possible by the endowment fund raised by 
she Ladies’ Union Mission School Association of New York. The 
Secretary of the Navy, owing to the need of officers on war vessels, 
had ordered the first class to sea duty on Monday, April 4, and the 
ecretary of this Society had been summoned by telegraph to give the 
(Bibles on Sunday, April 3. Oa his arrival at the Academy it was 
earned that the exigency had required the first class to go to their re- 
Jspective vessels on Saturday afternoon, April 2. Inasmuch, however, 
‘lis the Bibles had been sent promptly, the chaplain at the Academy, 
‘he Rev. H. H. Crark, D.D., was able to give each man his Bible 
joefore he left. There were thirty-nine in the graduating class, and 
‘yery member of it chose the Bible for his gift. 

} On Sunday, April 3, the Secretary preached in the chapel and ad- 
tlressed in the afternoon the Y. M. OC. A, of the Academy. Ag usual 
jat the latter service he was able to get close to the cadets, and was 
ouched, as he always is, by their frank and free addresses to each 
‘other. There was a note of sadness in them, due to their sudden good- 


23 
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by to friends in the first class. Several referred especially to one o« 
these, who had been a strength and comfort to every Christian man ial 
the Academy. As chaplain CLARK said, ‘‘ He seemed to have a cong 
tract always to be where he was needed.” 

May our Navy, its officers and seamen, be often in the thoughts ar an 
prayers of our readers. Brave men we expect them to be, and we are 
not disappointed ; many of them are Christian men ; pray that as suc 
they may make their mark in war and peace, on land and sea. 

To Mrs. Martin, of Auburn, N. Y., and to her coadjutors in thii 
endowment fund, renewed assurance is given of the usefulness of thei: 
work, 


THE following correspondence is an incident of recent events thag 


needs no explanation : 
New York, February 17, 1898. 
The Hon, Joun D. Lone, Secretary of the Navy. 
Dear Sir: 

The AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society is in such friendly relations with thi 
seamen of the American Navy that it cannot forbear expressing to you as the hez 
of the Navy Department its sense of grief and sorrow in view of the calamity whie 
has overtaken the U.S. S. Maine. 

May God sustain the bereaved kindred of the men whose lives have been lost i 
their country’s service. 

With sincere sympathy with you in view of this terrible burden added to yo 
daily cares, I have the honor to be, 


Yours respectfully, 
W. C. Stir, Secretary. 


Navy DEPARTMENT, 
Wasuineaton, February 23, 1898. 
Sir: The Department is in receipt of your letter of February 17, transmitting a: 
expression of sympathy, from the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND Society, with tk 
families and relatives of those whose lives were lost in the blowing up of the Maine 
and begs to thank you, and through you the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SooreTy 


for its courteous action. 
Very respectfully, 
Joun D. Lone, Secretary. 


New York, February 17, 1898. 
Capt. C. D, Stasper, U. S. Navy. 


Dear Str: 
The AMERICAN SEAMEN’S F’r1END Socinty has too close a relation with nays 
seamen not to feel the pang that tortures your heart in view of the calamity that he 
overtaken your noble ship, and has ended for the present the work you were suai 
cessfully achieving in the harbor of Havana. Please accept our sympathy and b/ 
assured it is sincere and heart-deep. | 
May God bless and sustain you under this severe trial. 
Yours respectfully, 
W. C. Srirr, Secretary. 
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U.S. 8S. Fern, 
Havana, Cuba, March 19, 1898. 


lo the disaster to the Maine. 
Yours most respectfully, 
C. D. Staspen, Captain, U. S. N. 


' Caprarn ©. C. Duncan, a trustee of this Society from 1866 to 


$879, died in Northfield, Mass., on March 25, 1898. Captain DuN- 


i 
; 


HAN was born in Bath, Me., in 1821, and was in command of a vessel 
jit the age of twenty. Besides a large experience at sea, he was a 
‘hipping merchant in New York and Liverpool, and was for twelve 
years the Shipping Commissioner of New York city under the Ship- 
ping Act of 1872. Captain DuNcAN was always interested in church 
wd Sunday School work, and in his old age (in 1894) was licensed to 
preach because his services were in demand in the country regions 
wound Northfield. During the Northfield conferences his home was 
silled with people drawn to the Moopy meetings, who were deeply im- 
sressed by the old man’s delightful personality, conversational gifts 
ind especially by his prayers at family worship, offered in the tender, 
bleading tones of a child to a Father. 


| Dr. Epwarps on Heroism speaks a word in season in this number. 


| A RECENT number of the Maritime Register contains this advertise- 
ment: ‘‘Caul for sale. Child born on Washington’s Birthday. Need 
money. Must sell.” This is an appeal to a sailors’ superstition ; for 
as Tom Hoop says in The Sea-Spell, 


But still that jolly mariner 
Took in no reef at all, 

For in his pouch confidingly 
He wore a baby’s caul. 


‘The caul was formerly regarded as a preservative against drowning, 
and Mrs. , who ‘*‘needs money” and ‘‘ must sell,” evidently 
‘thinks there is money in it still, We confess to some curiosity to 
iknow how many applications she had and how much she got for it. 


SHIPWRECKED AND DezstituTe. During the past fiscal year not 
many days have come and gone without opportunities to aid deserving 
seamen. For example, many just out of the Marine and other hos- 
ipitals needed the care of the Sailors’ Home for a few days, or a little 
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money to tide them over until they could ship again. Nearly tw 
score shipwrecked men were sent to the Sailors’ Home and furnishee 
with clothing for reshipment. Six men were kept in the Home unti 
they could find the evidence of their right to enter the Sailors’ Snu 
Harbor, all of whom were accepted. Scores of men, destitute fo: 
various reasons, were helped with money and lodgings. One ship) 
wrecked man, long detained in the hospital at Mobile, was sent fro 
that city to Portland, Maine. A paralyzed sailor was sent from New 
York to Liverpool. Another, who had been nine months in th 
Marine Hospital, was sent to his home in Denmark. Another fro 
the same hospital was assisted to reach London, and another was seni 
to Copenhagen. Scores of shipwrecked seamen were sent to thei 
homes in Philadelphia, Worcester, New Bedford, Boston, Baltimore 
White River Junction, Haverhill, &c., &c. 

This Society has $10,000 invested, only the interest of which ee 
used for the shipwrecked and destitute. At least $10,000 more i 
needed ; and $20,000 more, making the whole fund at interest $30,000. 
could be made serviceable in the care of men who, as shipwrecked, ox 
destitute through causes over which they have no control, are in © 
plight that calls for lawful compassion and prompt help from eve 


those who avoid on principle giving the help that tends to pauperize 
the helped. 


Loan LIBRARIES; The master of the schooner S¢. Paul writes of 
No. 9,396: 


It has been on board for the past three years and has been frequently read an@ 
very much appreciated by all on board. I can very cheerfully thank the donors fox 
their kindness and for the interest they take in those who “go down to the sea iim 
ships.” 


The steward of the schooner Haception writes of No. 9,779: | 


This is to thank you in behalf of the captain and shipmates. We have been to 
Buenos Ayres and back, and were kindly entertained by Mr. Fostersoun and his 
good lady at the sailors’ festival at Christmas. Thanking you for all your kindk 
efforts in behalf of a class of men who everywhere meet with but few friends andi 
many enemies, and wishing you God-speed and success in your labors, 


The master of the schooner Helen M. Atwood writes of No. 9,976: 


This, is to certify that it has been on board for a number of voyages; that the 
books were circulated among the members of the crew, and read by myself and fam- 
ily, and that we enjoyed reading of same, 


The captain of the schooner Jas. Baird writes of No. 9,982: 


Please accept my thanks for the library which you placed on my vessel last winter. 
We all read it, and, I feel, were benefited thereby. We placed the library on board 
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he steamship Pensacola, as they wished it and had none; the ship will be in New 
fork this summer and return it. Inclosed please find receipt for it; hoping this will 
aeet your approval. 


The master of the schooner Longfellow writes of No. 10,280: 


I hereby wish to acknowledge the great favor of having one of your libraries on 
oard, believing its use goes far to sustain peace and contentment among the crew, 
rho have easy access to the books. With best wishes and many thanks for past 
aAVOrS. 


The master of the late ship H7 Capitan writes of No. 10,292: 


Will you kindly thank the donors and inform them that the books were highly ap- 
reciated by the crew. The library was about the only thing that was saved in the 
abin after the accident at Cape Horn, and I took the greatest care of it until I found 
, way to send it home; and I hope it will arrive safe, as every sailor knows the value 
f the library at sea. 

[This library was sent home on the bark Hiram Hmory, and reached this office in 
_ fair condition, considering what it had passed through. The captain of the H/ 
Japitan incurred risk and took great pains to save the library when heavy seas 
vashed the deck. The mate and two seamen were lost overboard in the storm which 
yrecked the vessel. Ep.] 


The master of the bark C. P. Dizon writes of No. 10,417: 


It has been on board for a number of voyages; the books were circulated among 
he members of the crew and read by them and myself and family, and we enjoyed 
he reading very much. 


A FEW TESTIMONIES FROM THE YEAR 1897. 


‘The books are in many cases the beginning of a better life.” ‘‘ The work is very 
yeneficial to seafaring people.” ‘‘ We do not know how many seeds are sown by the 
eading of these books.” ‘*The books were distributed among the men whenever 
hey wanted them.” ‘‘I, too, have been benefited by them, and I hope that God 
vill bless your kind and noble work.” ‘‘ My crews take more interest in the reading 
natter now than they ever did before.” ‘‘I thank you for taking the trouble to 
hange the library every time I come to this port.” ‘* Many thanks for the use of 
he library.” ‘‘ We are always pleased to have them on board.” ‘It was composed 
yf very interesting books.” ‘‘It was appreciated both forward and aft.” ‘Hach 
lbrary seems an improvement over its predecessor.” ‘‘ We will promise to see that 
he crew has full access to the books.” ‘‘They have been carefully read by us and 
ve have been greatly benefited thereby.” ‘‘It was a nice selection of books.” ‘I 
jppreciate them very much, and asa rule sailors do.” ‘A very frequent inquiry is 
Can I have a book from the library?’” ‘‘ I am sure that every book has been read.” 
‘Many thanks for the benefit it has been to a lonely sailor.” ‘* May you be pros- 
gered in your noble work is the wish of a reader.” “ They have proven both inter- 
sting and instructive.” ‘‘I sincerely hope they have left some impression which 
nay grow and bear fruit.” ‘‘I would like to keep it a little longer.” ‘It is in good 
ondition.” It has been read over and over again.” ‘‘ We appreciate very much 
our kindness in loaning the library to us.” ‘‘ The library comes in handy.” ‘‘ Time 
nly can tell the good these libraries do.” ‘‘I know that a great good is done by the 
ood behavior of my men.” ‘‘Sailors need assistance in getting good books as we 
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seldom see a sailor buying a good book.” “It gave great satisfaction to officers and 


crews.” ‘The only fault was there were not enough books in it.” 


*¢T should be 


very sorry to go to sea without one.” ‘‘ We have spent many a pleasant hour read- 


ing the books.” 


‘‘ May God’s blessing rest upon the donors.” 


‘“T feel that we as @ 


seafaring community cannot praise it too much.” ‘‘'The books got wet, so we dried 


them and they have been a spiritual blessing to this station.” 
“Tt is a blessing indeed to have a library on 
“Tt has been read with great delight by several of our crew for over 
‘¢The books have been adapted to lead to a trust in Christ as a 
“*T consider them an excellent loan.” 


tell the great good these libraries do.” 
board ship.” 
fourteen months.” 
personal friend and Saviour.” 


‘‘ Sailors alone can 


“<T hope the 


givers will feel that they have spent their money in a good cause.” ‘It has served to 
pass away many lonesome hours at sea.” ‘‘It has been read by a great many seamen, 


I trust to their advantage.” 


‘¢ May God bless you in your noble work.” 


This Society has an endowment fund of only $3,000 for the loan 
library work. Let it be raised to $10,000 in 1898 and to $20,000 in 


1899. 


For The Sailors’ Magazine. 


THE COPENHAGEN SEAMEN’S MISSION. 


BY THE REV. A. WOLLESEN. 


Looking into the history of the 
evangelizing movements in Scan- 
dinavia we find that the AMERI- 
CAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY 
through its agents, sailors convert- 
ed in the United States and re- 
turned to their native land, be- 
came and still is an instrument of 
temporal and spiritual blessing to 
the men of the sea. Frederik 
Nelsson, converted in New York, 
John Lindelius, converted at sea 
by reading Baxter’s ‘‘ Call to the 
Unconverted,” F. L. Rymker, P. 
EH. Ryding, N. P. Wahlstedt, these 
are the pioneer workers of whom 
it is recorded that they suffered 
persecution by the authorities for 
preaching the gospel of Christ. 

The great evangelist, Frederik 
Nelsson, began his work for sailors 
at Copenhagen in 1852, while ex- 
iled from his native country, Swe- 
den, and was succeeded by the 
Rey. P. E. Ryding, both of them 
members of the Baptist Church. 
Brother Ryding I knew in his ad- 


vanced age as a warm-hearted 
Christian and winner of souls. A 
prison to him was a place of devo- 
tion where he gathered strength 
for fresh labor. In 1871 Mr. Ryd- 
ing was transferred to Bornholm, 
an island in the Baltic sea, where 
through him many souls found 
their way to Zion. At the recom- 
mendation of the superintendent, 
the Rey. Mr. Willerup of the M. 
EK. Church of Copenhagen, Mr. H. 
Hansen entered the ministry as 
sailor missionary in January, 1872, 
distributing tracts, selling reli- 
gious books and the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and inviting sailors to the 
M. E. Church. At the visit of 
Bishop Harris, in 1874, brother: 
Hansen was appointed to the cir- 
cuit of Wile. Brother Ryding re- 
sumed work at Copenhagen with 
occasional visits to Bornholm, and 
in his advanced age did all that. 
could reasonably be expected. 

In the autumn of 1875 and the 
first part of 1876 applications from 


— 


) 1898.] 


| the agent of the British Bible So- 
» ciety, from the Baptist Church 
» and from the M. EK. Church of 
. Copenhagen reached the AmERi- 
{ CAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, 
{ pleading the need of a missionary 
} to the multitude of seamen visit- 
| ing this port, and that Society 
* concluded in March, 1876, to com- 
{ mission Andreas Wollesen, who 
/ was converted in the Norwegian 


M. E. Church in Chicago in 1871, 
and who in his work in connection 


_ with the late Christian A. Borella 


in the Sailors’ Home, the Church 


{ of Sea and Land and the Marin- 
_ ers’ Church, New York, had found 
| acceptance among the men of the 
| sea. 


On Saturday, April 29, a num- 
ber of friends gathered in the cabin 


| of the steamship Alsatia and by 


permission of the captain held a 
farewell meeting in which breth- 


ren and sisters who had labored 


with him took a part. Mr. Bor- 


/ ella, a Dane, conducted the ser- 


vices, assisted by Mr. Johansen, a 
Norwegian, and Mr. Spencer, an 


_ American, all converted sailors, 


and these with Mr. and Mrs. Wol- 
lesen spent a delightful season in 
prayer and praise, commending 


| the departing brother and sister to 
God and the word of His grace. 


A seaman, hopefully converted 
through the instrumentality of 
the departing brother, arriving a 
little too late to participate in the 
meeting, stood on the stringer as 
the vessel was moving off and cried 


' out ‘God bless-you! God bless 


you! Hold the fort! the Lord is 
coming. Goodby.” ‘* Oh think 
of the home over there ” was sung 
while waving to each other the 
most affectionate wishes of bless- 


| ing. After a pleasant voyage, on 


Sabbath morning, May 14, they 


_ reached their destination, and in 


the afternoon their first meeting 
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in Copenhagen was held on the 
bark Zila, of Aabo. 

The services in the beginning 
were held only on board ships, 
where Mrs. Wollesen was of much 
use by her sweet songs and per- 
sonal conversation with the sailors. 
Great opposition was made in those 
days by several churches. People 
hurled at us disagreeable things, 
calling us Mormons, our efforts fit 
for England and America but not 
wanted here. We pleaded in court 
that we preached no doctrine save 
Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 
From that time instructions were 
given not to have public services 
on shipboard unless notice was 
given to the authorities, and po- 
licemen were ordered to be present 
in order to prevent tumult and 
persecution. The good results of 
these meetings may be judged 
from what an old minister said: 
‘Since the young missionary and 
his wife began their work, drunk- 
enness and fighting have decreased 
in a marvellous manner.” 

The need of a mission and read- 
ing room was felt more and more, 
and through a special grant from 
the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND 
SOcIETY rooms were in April, 
1878, hired at Peder Skramsgade, 
but as the rooms became too small 
the mission was in October re- 
moved to larger accommodations 
in Holbersgade, 14. Here the mis- 
sionary made his abode, and the 
rooms were crowded with sailors. 
On October 21, 1879, a committee 
was formed which relieved the 
AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND So- 
CIETY of all expense save the sal- 
ary of the chaplain. 

On December 13 of the same 
year we moved to Holbersgade, 17, 
and here secured apartments where 
services in three languages could 
be held at once. Mr. and Mrs. 
Radcliff, of Liverpool, the beloved 


135 


Christian A. Borella, who visited 
his native home, and Lord Rad- 
stock, of London, did much in 
stirring up Christians to a sense 
of their duty, and showers of bless- 
ings fell on the workers as well as 
on the multitude of seamen. 

Ere long our apartment was 
again too small; appeals were made 
to the landlord to turn us out be- 
cause of our frequent meetings 
and hymn singing, and as we could 
find no locality large enough on 
shore a Norwegian bark, which 
was lost on our coast, was bought 
and turned into a floating church. 
On November 12, 1881, the Bethel 
ship was dedicated in the presence 
of church authorities, clergymen, 
navy officers and seamen; a jubi- 
lee day to the missionary and his 
friends. 

The Rev. Mr. Prior with his ex- 
cellent wife and a staff of workers 
took an active part in every effort, 
and more than thirty thousand 
mariners of all nationalities annual- 
ly visited the Bethel ship. Their 
faces often seemed to say, ‘‘ we 
want something out of the heart 
about the heart of the Saviour ;” 
and many are they who can testify 
to the blessed hour which brought 
them to His feet. Sons and hus- 
bands have returned to their island 
homes with their feet fixed upon 
the Rock of Ages and carried their 
faith to distant shores. 

Words can poorly tell the man- 
ner in which our merciful Father 
ever has provided for our destitute 
seamen. [For example, in the win- 
ter of 1886 and 1887, ice and snow 
from the first part of December 
to the latter part of March, sailors 
were turned out of boarding houses 
and applications for aid multiplied 
day by day. A snow group was 
modeled, showing a poor mother 
with two little children, and on 
this was placed a collection box 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE 


[ May, 


with an inscription asking for food 
and fuel for the poor. Seamen 
out of employment were provided 
with food, lodging and raiment. 
Some of our best fruits are among 
those who in time of need had 
their attention turned to Him who 
is mighty to save. 

A plan for a Sailors’ Home was 
especially pressed upon the beloved 
Miss Atalia Rorbye, and in 1884 a 
Home was erected by ladies be- 
longing to the direction of our 
Bethel ship. Miss Rorbye, the 


president, and Miss Rachel Kal- ~ | 
lish, a converted Jew, the lady in — 


charge, through many trials, hard 
labor and many prayers, accom- 
plished this task. Miss Rorbye 
and Miss Kallish are among the 
brightest Christian women ever 
known. Their administration of 
the Home, their love for Jesus and 
precious souls, have been widely 
known. In the summer of 1896 
the directors of the Home bought 
property of the value of 129,000 
kroner, a four-story building, of 
which the ground and first floor 
were rebuilt and furnished ; the 
basement, second and third floors 
can be added as the Lord provides 
the means. In November of the 
same year an application signed 
by fifty-eight ladies and gentle- 
men to the church in Denmark, 
pleading for contributions for the 
new Sailors’ Home, was generously 
responded to, and on November 
16 last a great gathering of seamen 
and others dedicated it to its fu- 
ture purpose, 

Steam has to a great extent done 
away with sailing vessels. Audi- 
ences have decreased in proportion 
to the decrease of the sailing ves- 
sels, and the fact is that English or 
American sailing vessels are rarely 
found in our harbors. Twelve or 
fourteen hours after British steam- 
ers arrive they are off again with 
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| 
i) a portion of their cargo to some 
tj Baltic harbor. Personal efforts, 
\) giving the gospel to individuals, 
') supplying religious reading, gospel 
') services in the forecastle, are near- 
ij ly all that can be done, but our 
heavenly Father has often helped 
us in a little time to tell the story 
" of the Cross and made our visits 
i} of lasting influence. For example, 
. as soon as a steamer’s crew were 
»§ done with dinner each one re- 
§ ceived a hymn book: and joined in 
i] singing, and prayer was offered 
‘= and an address made, and, though 
» the crew was an unruly set, came 
(| to the Bethel ship in the evening, 
and the captain gave some very 
valuable books to our library. 
In the hospitals jewels have 
‘ been found and are now shining 
{| ina brighter world. We found a 
i poor lad sick unto death in the 
;? hospital, a wreck in body and 
4 soul, but he was converted and 
| told me of his sad doings, how he 
i forged his father’s name and spent 
| the money in sin and crime. He 
»| received his father’s forgiveness 
,) and his last words were ‘‘ Lord 
,) Jesus.” The sad fact is that bad 
,» | rum and worse women have been 
»{ the ruin of many a bright sailor 
)) boy. The inmates of sailor board- 
| Ing houses (many of them dens of 
i} iniquity) were slaves of the pro- 
‘| prietors. In the midst of smoke, 
1) liquor, singing and dancing wo- 
‘men, his mother’s love and his 
) God were soon forgotten, and for 
|| a day or two, perhaps a week, he 
| was Jack here and Jack there, but 
} as soon as his money was spent he, 
‘() poor sailor, was often beaten and 
| had to take the first chance to en- 
{ ter the hardship of a sailor’s life. 
|| No wonder that the proprietors of 
-) these dens of iniquity pronounced 
| the seamen’s missionary as their 
| greatest enemy, and threw at us 
} nasty missles and tore our tracts 
in pieces. 
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In the early part of .1880 public 
opinion was awakened. On Jan- 
uary 1, 1883, a law went into force 
that no public or boarding house 
should be allowed to keep female 
waiters, no advance to seamen or 
seamen’s wages could be paid in a 
public house, and severe control 
of them was undertaken. Dens 
of iniquity still exist, but, thank 
God, they are not flourishing by 
the hard earnings of mariners as 
twenty years ago. The Sailors’ 
Home and the most respectable 
boarding houses are the most fre- 
quented to-day. The result is 
that numbers of sailors are saved 
from the drunkard’s life, and their 
wives and children are made happy 
by the father’s and husband’s love 
and earnings. 

In the autumn of 1880 the Rev. 
Mr. Lundahl, of Korsor, called at 
our mission and was determined 
to begin a mission work at Korsor. 
Rooms were rented and dedicated. 
On January 14 I made my first 
visit and preached to more than six- 
ty sailors and fishermen. But then 
the Rev. Mr. Lundahl removed, 
and it became expedient for me to 
take the presidency of the com- 
mittee and mission. The land- 
lord, and especially his excellent 
wife, became a great blessing to it. 
The Rev. Mr. Lytzhoff worked 
faithfully, and with occasional 
visits paid by me or by some of our 
spiritual children the work went 
on, blessing young and old; and 
in March, 1890, the Lord used our 
nine years’ mission work to arouse 
Christian men belonging to the 
Inner Mission to erect a new mis- 
sion house, containing a large 
chapel, besides a dwelling for the 
resident missionary. It has been 
our privilege to pay occasional 
visits to Korsor, ever rejoicing at 
the success of the Inner Mission. 

Elsinore is a harbor where ves- 
sels call for orders or provisions. 


14) 


It was in answer to many prayers 
that Count Adam Moltke in April, 
1881, called at our mission in Co- 
penhagen and requested me to 
call on the countess, who handed 
me a lease of an apartment she 
had rented. Ata meeting at the 
City Hall the Rev. Mr. Norregaard 
pleaded the seamen’s cause before 
a large assembly. A committee 
was established consisting of count 
and lady Moltke, Mr. Norregaard, 
Ziner-Larsen. ‘The rooms became 
very soon too small and larger ac- 
commodations were secured where 
our dear brother Coulthard made 
his abode. The Rev. Mr. Bertel- 
sen, formerly in charge of the 
Danish Seamen’s Mission in Lon- 
don, was transferred to Elsinore, 
and he with brothers Coulthard 
and Ziner- Larsen have ever since 
worked with zeal and interest. 

In Dragor the inhabitants are 
as a rule a fishing population and 
Baltic pilots. The Inner Mission 
has for a number of years made 
zealous efforts for the spiritual 
welfare of these people. My first 
visit there in response to an invi- 
tation was on February 8, 1893, 
The large turn-out of the popula- 
tion, and especially of young sail- 
ors who were home for the winter 
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season, was encouraging. On the 
same evening rooms were rente 

and opened on the 15th for a sea- 
men’s mission and reading room, 
and put in charge of our beloved 
Christian brother, pilot Foss, as- 
sisted by his two devoted sisters. 
So prosperous was the mission 
that larger accommodations were 
found expedient. First came pray- 


er and consecration, and bricks, - 


mortar and timber were sure to 
follow. On December 1 last we 
were permitted to dedicate a large 
two-story brick building. On the 
ground floor is a seamen’s reading 
room, a room for the janitor, a 
work room for the Ladies’ Union; 
on the first floor the chapel with 


seats for three hundred persons, © 


Every seat was taken on the day 
of dedication. 

Twenty-three years of mercy 
and labor of love in connection 
with the AMERICAN SEAMEN’S 
FRIEND Socrery have dawned on 
us. As far as I have been able to 
judge by prayerful observation, 
every revolving year has been full 
of progress and mercy in the dis- 
play of the right hand of the Most 
ae for the salvation of precious 
souls, 
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For The Sailors’ Magazine. 
HEROISM. 


BY THE REV. JOHN H. EDWARDS, D.D. 


The eyes of the whole world 
have been lately fixed upon some 
examples of splendid courage and 
noble devotion among men of the 
sea. It has been proved anew that 
heroism of the highest kind is la- 
tent under the blue jacket of many 
a plain sailor, waiting only the call 
of duty or the stress of some great 
danger to bring it out and make 


it shine among the great deeds of 


history. And itis seen that peace | 


has its heroes of the first degree, 
as well as war. 
self-devoted courage shown in the | 


less exciting exigencies of peaceful 
times and every day duties may be} 


even finer and more genuine than 


that which is called forth by the} 


passion-stirring events of war, 


The quality of | 


A 


6 tion and applause. 
' The question, What makes the 
s true hero ? finds an answer in the 
stories of dauntless courage and 
,a6 death-facing devotion which have 
»a recently stirred the pulses of men 
« | in all lands as they have read what 
wy the heroes of the Maine and La 
Champagne did. It is well to re- 
6 peat the record of their deeds both 
in honor of their memory and for 
_the lesson in noble manhood it 
#, may teach. 
_ When captain Sigsbee reached 
«ithe deck of his shattered vessel 
this first thought was of the im- 
| minent danger of another explo- 
@ sion. He ordered two of the sur- 
) vivors to flood the gun cotton. 
| They saluted and went to their 
“# duty—and their death. They knew 
Ji the peril but thought only of the 
i safety of their comrades and of 
i duty. So they saluted and went, 
/§ but never returned. Of one of 
{them the faithful chaplain of the 
ship writes to his kinsman : 


| Your cousin, I regret most heartily to 
)@) say, is among the dead. He died as he 
(ey lived—stoically, faithfully doing his duty. 
‘ | He had a chance to escape, but he had to 
) rush forward to his station in time of 
* danger. This was his impulse naturally, 
) and the chance for his life was thrown 
away for duty. May God be merciful to 
| him—no firmer, better friend could be 
* had. He was without malice or guile, 
at straightforward, and strong in all manly 
| qualifications. Iam sure God will pro- 
tect him. There was no more conscien- 
i) tious officer aboard our ship, in his duty, 
ih _ not only officially, but in all his duties— 
f') in what he believed to be his duty—than 
') was lieutenant Jenkins. I pray for him, 
') -and hope that God will give me the same 
determination and courage to do my duty, 
| as Iso admired in my friend, and which 
_ have won for him, I hope, not only honor 
‘ | from his country, but from God. 


. ; i 
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There is no reason to think that 
these two brave sailors differed 
from the rest of the crew, except 
that they knowingly gave their 
lives as a sacrifice for their living 
comrades, while others were not 
called to doitinthat way. Those 
that perished in their ship and 
those who survived would alike 
have offered their lives for their 
country at the summons of duty. 
All of them are now enshrined in 
the hearts of their countrymen, 
and coming generations will re- 
peat their story. 

Impartial history will also have 
to testify to the fact of equal he- 
roism on the part of men in the 
merchant marine. The log of 
third officer Georges Unsworth, of 
the French liner, La Champagne, 
is a plain record of unsurpassed 
courage and endurance shown dur- 
ing the six days’ voyage in an open 
boat in the effort to deliver the 
crew and passengers of that un- 
fortunate vessel. The sufferings 
he and his nine volunteer com- 
rades underwent as they tossed 
and drifted on the stormy Atlan- 
tic, day after day and night after 
night, in search of help for the 
crippled steamer and its helpless 
inmates, were beyond the power of 
language to describe. Yet amid 
all these the spirit of true heroism 
is manifest in the simple story of 
the log, and in nothing more than 


the modesty and self-forgetfulness 


of the brave lieutenant in com- 
mand of the forlorn hope. Nota 
word is there of himself, but at 
the end of the record, written with 
an almost frozen hand, he says: 
‘J have been much pleased with 
the way my men did behave them- 
selves, and especially with second 
mate Camard, who has been above 
all praise. I would be glad to see 
that brave sailor rewarded for the 
great services he has rendered to 
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us and the good example of energy 
he has shown the crew.” When 
urged to write an account of his 
experiences for a journal, he an- 
swered, ‘‘I am a sailorman ; I am 
no writer. I would not like to in- 
flate myself.” 

Courage alone does not make a 
hero, It may be only a physical 
quality shared with the brutes. 
Daredevil bravery is often shown 
by men who have more of the devil 
than of patriot, saint, true soldier 
or true man in their make up. 
Pirates and burglars are often no- 
ted for reckless courage. ‘Those 
whose life is worth little to them- 
selves and less to the world may 
challenge death with a face of 
iron ; but they are at the farthest 
remove from being heroes. 

Heroism is courage in a good 
cause. It is self-devotion against 
odds for a great principle or for fel- 
low-men. ‘The fidelity unto death 
of the men on the Maine was the 
fruit of devotion to country and 
to a sailor’s duty. The courage 
and endurance of La Champagne’s 
noble seamen were stimulated by 
the supreme motive of saving their 
fellow-men from danger and per- 
haps from death. All the real he- 
roes of history have shown the 
same high, unselfish qualities, 
And a multitude whom no man 
can number have lived heroic lives 
in obscurity, and done acts of 
greatest heroism unknown and 
often unthanked. The police, fire- 
men, and railroad men in our own 
and other Christian lands frequent- 
ly manifest the genuine quality 
which makes a hero of a man in 
any station. Doctors, nurses and 
Christian workers among the very 
poor continually manifest the same 
spirit in their self-sacrificing la- 
bors for the suffering and the sin- 
ning. ‘The history of the struggle 
with the dreadful plagues in India 
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is a record of brave devotion more 
honorable to the English and the 
Christian name than the most 
brilliant deeds of war. 
But there is a kind of courage } 
still more rare and precious in 
God’s sight. Itis that shown in 
every struggle with sin and every 
victory over evil. Itis harder to 
conqner temptation in the face of ' 
a tempting, scoffing and hostile : 
world than it would be to charge 
a battery. More courage is needed 
to stand firm for Christ amid 
sneers or icy contempt than to 
come into action at close quarters 
with an enemy’s ship. When the: 
two kinds of courage unite in the : 
same person we find a hero of 
highest rank. . 
A single instance of this, within 
the memory of the writer, will il- 
Iustrate and confirm the assertion. 
From what was in those days a 
small Western college a hundred 
and forty young men enlisted in 
the service of the Union, and went 
to the front to fight for their 
country in the sad but glorious : 
years of the Civil War. Of these, 
forty-four gave their lives that 
the nation might live, free and 
undivided. One of these brave : 
boys, a well-remembered school- | 
mate of those days, wrote to a 
friend just before the first blood 
charge at Vicksburg: ‘If I fall, [ 
lay down my life, deeming it only a | 
fit sacrifice for the life of my coun- | 
try.” Another fell in Virginia, 
As the battle of the Wilderness | 
was coming on he was detailed to: 
guard the baggage, but begged to. 
go into the battle with his com-. 
rades. ‘‘ You are unwise,” said a, 
friend ; ‘‘ We are going to have a 
fearful fight, and you had better 
keep out of it.” He replied, “1. 
know that perfectly well, and. 
choose to take my chance with 
the rest of the boys.” Severely 


} wounded, he died two weeks later. 
{In his diary were found six resolu- 
O tions written May 1, 1864, when 
‘sonearhisend. Of these the fifth 
& was, ‘‘I will be brave on the bat- 
6 tle-field,” and the sixth, ‘I will 
be brave in refusing to do evil.” 
| Of the two, the latter required 
«the strongest will, the most stead- 
ai fast courage. It doubtless referred 
to actual temptations of army life. 
| These were many and fierce, as 
{all soldiers can testify. Brave in- 
5 deed was the young patriot in the 
6 fiery trial of that awful day in the 
, Wilderness; but braver far was 
§ he in setting his face against the 
@impurity, profanity and godless- 
6 ness of the camp, fighting his own 
4 private moral battle hour by hour, 
‘i with, it may be, none but God to 
% see and help. God did watch and 
3 aid, and give him ‘the double vic- 
& tory. 

It may be that the coming weeks 
and months will bring-again the 
terrible test of war upon the land, 
with its fearful temptations and 
4 perils to our young men. That 
“1, they will show the genuine, indom- 
‘Nitable courage of the American 


/is for themselves and the country 
that they should quit themselves, 
| in war or in peace, like true, up- 
‘right, Christian men! To con- 
‘j) quer a national foe and be con- 
ct quered by Satan is the worst of 
*) defeats. To get the victory over 
“) the soul’s three deadly enemies, 
‘\ world, flesh and devil, is to win 
i an eternal crown. The young man 
"| that enlists under Christ’s banner 
_and fights bravely under his great 
_ Captain against the foes of the 
_ soul will make a better soldier or 
sailor in his country’s service, and 
/ be ready for whatever fate may 
befall him in the way of duty. 


i 
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The general revival which went 
through the country two or three 
years before the Civil War began, 
prepared the nation for its dread 
ordeal, and gave toa multitude of 
its young defenders the best pre- 
paration, that of Christian faith 
and hope, for their part in the 
great strife and for a blessed cor- 
ovation in the next world. It is 
a time when all Christian people 
should be seeking a like baptism 
of saving grace for the whole 
country. The nation and its rul- 
ers need it. Those who may be 
summoned to stand before the foe 
need above all to make sure that 
in the unceasing war against evil 
they are on God’s side. Then, 
whether they are called to serve 
their Lord and Saviour in stormy 
or in peaceful scenes, they will be 
safe against the worst of foes and 
will come out of life’s battle con- 
querors and more than conquerors. 


————q@ +S —__—_. 


TrERAH was the father of Abra- 
ham. He was coming with his son 
out of Mesopotamia on the way to 
Canaan. But he never reached the 
promised land. He died by the 
way ! Affecting, too, is the fate of 
many who die on board ship—the 
voyage nearly over—dreaming of 
home-welcome—the cliffs of their 
native land almost in sight. But 
death has overtaken them and 
sealed their eyes. The burial takes 
place! the crew are gathered, the 
body is lowered at the ship’s side, 
and the waves close over amid the 
solemn silence. Sadder still is the 
case of those who set out with fair 
hope of reaching the heavenly 
Canaan and yet “‘ die by the way,” 
those voyagers who have set out 
with hopes of reaching the heaven- 
ly shore and yet perish within sight 
of safety and peace !—Rev. James 
McDuff. 
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“THE SEA HATH SPOKEN.” 


BY THE REV. C. J. JONES, D.D. 


Of our blessed Lord and Re- 
deemer the Psalmist has declared 
that His kingdom should extend 
‘‘from sea to sea, and from the 
rivers unto the ends of the earth.” 
Every sailor brought to a knowl- 
edge of the truth as it isin Jesus 
is an earnest of the fulfilment of 
the gracious promise that ‘‘ earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea.” 

The following communication, 
voluntarily sent to me by a sailor 
who was brought to Christ under 
my ministry, is an illustration of 
the fact that all sailors are not 
“‘oospel-hardened,” and that faith- 
ful, earnest preaching of the sim- 
ple gospel will not fail of its re- 
ward. 


.... Lam rejoicing now that I have 
found that dear Saviour who cleansed me 
from all sin. Through your sermon 
preached on Sunday I came to look at 
myself in a different light. Glory be to 
God, and a thousand thanks to you, that 
Iam now walking in the path of right- 
eousness which was pointed out to me by 
you. I now love what I once hated, I 
love to read my Bible, and above all I 
find relief in praying to Jesus Christ. I 
am now striving to be useful in His cause 
and to prove a faithful soldier. of the 


I was born in England. My father 
was a very religious man, though, like 
other Christians, he had his trials. I now 
shed tears of sorrow as I recall the time 
when he gathered his family around him, 
and, lifting his hands, prayed to God 
that He would make us all faithful fol- 
lowers of Christ and take us to heaven, 
‘and that He would give to him, in me, a 
comfort and blessing in his old age. He 
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determined to give me a good education : 
and spared no expense to provide every: 
thing needful for my bodily and spiritual 
comfort. But I was a wild boy and) 
would not go to school, and when he 
compelled me to go I resolved to ru 
away. Ididso. I followed the sea for 
two years. My parents knew not whether 
I was dead or alive. At length I unex-~ 
pectedly returned home. 

Mr. Jones, I wish you could have wit 
nessed the scene on that occasion, My 
father was speechless; my mother fainted ;. 
my sister and my brother were only able 
to ery ‘‘ My brother” and fall upon my 
neck. No mother could express more joy 
than my mother did when she regained 
consciousness; never did a father clasp a 
child in his arms more tenderly tha 
mine did me. 

I remained at home but a short time 
and then determined to go to sea again 
From that time I have continued to fol- 
low the sea. I became a drunkard and 2s 
profane swearer and cared nothing abou 
my soul. My conscience troubled me 
when I was swearing, because I knew i 
was asin. But it was but a momentary? 
lull in the storm of passion. Sometimes 
I read the Bible, but soon threw it fro 
me in disgust. When any religious feel- 
ing came over me I drowned it in drink 
I continued in this course until you foun 
me in this ship. But now I am happy, 
and am only sorry that [ did not find my 
Saviour sooner, 


es ee © 


The writer of the above experi- 
ence was drafted to the U. 8S. 
frigate Hartford and became the 
leader of the prayer meetings an 
other religious services held amon 
the men. It pleased God to “ie 
him in the conversion of man 
souls on the passage to China 
How they conducted themselves 
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‘on the way and on their arrival at nowhere more needed than in my 
Hong Kong, and how they cheered own tired soul.” 

¥ the hearts of the Christian people The evidence of their faithful- 
and of the seamen’s chaplain, the ness to their Saviour and to their 
© Rey. James C. Beecher, his own unconverted shipmates is seen in 
® words will best express: ‘‘ We the fact that there were thirteen 
found strong helpers in your praying men on board when they 
Wfriends on board the Hartford. sailed for China, and on their ar- 
1 They took hold manfully with us: rival there were thirty-six. Until 
they witnessed a good profession the jadgment is set and the books 
@at our meetings in the chapel; are opened the wide-spread results 
they are as true as steel; there are will not be known. 

yevidences of a revival among us, 
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THE NEED AND THE SUPPLY. 
BY THE REY. JOEL §, IVES, STRATFORD, CONN. 


' There has been a storm at sea. ina stress of weather worse than 
The waves roll in upon the shore any sailor ever saw i ena, VOR 
Dies : » aging, there are multitudes of des- 
4“ Blue—darkly, deeply, beautifully blue. aay souls crying out in the bit- 
‘) But far, far out there has been a terness of their need, ‘‘O wretch- 
iwreck. Spar and sailand cordage ed man that I am, who shall de- 
‘@lie in tangled heaps. Human souls liver me from the body of this 
‘are clinging to the helpless thing, death?” No helpless sailor upon 
‘which the waves toss in reckless a drifting wreck was ever more 
‘fury ; just now it buffeted the powerless to help himself. His 
)storm like a conquering monster. only deliverance must come from 
i)Human souls are out there on the beyond himself. And tohow many 
“) wreck as powerless to help them- in their despair—their sin-cursed 
selves as they are powerless to souls drifting in the awful gloom 
jireach a starinthesky. Well may —has come the cheer of sin for- 
Jyeach one cry out, ‘*O wretched given, the voice of the mighty De- 
iman that lam!” Despair is set- liverer, ‘‘God so loved the world 
\ tling down upon their faces. Reas- that He gave His only begotten 
jon itself can hardly hold its sway. Son, that whosoever believeth in 
God pity the sailor in the storm! Him might not perish but have 
Bat look, what is that? Courage eternal life.” The shipwrecked 
is read upon those just now des- sailor may commit his body to the 
‘pairing faces; hope springs up. waves with the confidence of an 
‘;What is it? A sail looms upon eternal salvation; but the sin- 
the horizon. She bears down up- wrecked soul must see body and 
yon them. Yes, she sees them. She soul go down without God and 
* heaves to; a boat is lowered; they without hope ;—may God forbid ! 
“reach the wreck; the men are Can it be that this year of grace 
‘saved ! —so long since God’s great love— 
‘ Upon a sea with wider sweep the story told so many times—can 
‘than the Atlantic or the Pacific; it be that 1898 begins its record 
(ar 
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with lives which witness to the in- 
finite need, the awful looking-for 
of judgment, but which cannot 
also tell the answer of God’s love ? 
It is the greatest marvel of this 
wonder-working age, multitudes 
starving for bread, while piles of 
bread, mountains high and free to 
all, remain untouched! Maulti- 
tudes perishing of thirst, while 
over the ship’s sides are the fresh 
waters of the Amazon! At the 
mast: head flies the signal ‘‘ we are 
out of water.” Back returns the 
answer, ‘‘ You are in the mouth 
of the Amazon; throw out your 
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buckets and draw it up.” And 
yet the deluded sailors make no 
effort to get the life-giving water. 
It is water that they want. Why 
do they not get it ? 

Is it any less strange that men 
perish for the want of the living 
water, while the fountain for sin 
and uncleanness is flowing in rich- 
er abundance than ever flowed from: 
the rock which Moses struck ? Oh 
that many a one this year may cry 
out 


*‘ Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
Let me hide myself in Thee.” 


WHAT SHALL BE DONE FOR SAILORS ? 


[Under the above caption Mr. J. K. Pauipine, of New York, a 
student of social and industrial questions, has issued a pamphlet dis- 
cussing the present status of seamen. In reprinting it in the SAILors” 
MAGAZINE our two-fold object is to make his views more widely use- 
ful and to provoke criticism of them from any quarter if reason be 


found for it.—Ep. ] 


For the information, first, of the 
public at large, and secondly, of 
the numerous class of persons who, 
while laboring earnestly for the 
spiritual and moral welfare of sail- 
ors, are yet imperfectly acquainted 
with the physical disadvantages 
against which the sailor, under the 
existing laws of the United States 
is obliged to contend, the following 
pages are written. Hfforts are be- 
ing made at present—by the sailors 
themselves and by some of their en- 
lightened friends—to secure from 
Congress through amendment of 
the laws some amelioration of 
these adverse conditions, and it 
is believed that a plain statement 


of the facts themselves will prove 


of greatest service at the present 
juncture in promoting these sorely 
needed reforms by arousing public 
lic opinion in their behalf. There 


is no reason why, in the end, the 
sentiment in their favor should not 

become unanimous, it being a 
matter of experience in other coun- 

tries as well as our own that what- 

ever tended to benefit the seaman 

was to the advantage of the ship- 

owner and ultimately to that of 

the merchant marine of which 

they both form part. The nation 

that has taken the best care of its 

seamen (the British) has to-day 

the greatest merchant marine in 

the world; while the nation that 
has allowed her merchant marine 

(once the chief source of her pride) 
to fall into decay has seen her sea- 

men disappear with her commerce 
until to-day but a beggarly rem- 

nant exists of the noble race of 
navigators that half a century ago- 
set sail from every port on the At-- 
lantic coast. 
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In writing of the evils to which 
sailors are subject today, it is 


» most discouraging to note that 
these same evils are not onl i of long 


continued existence, but that they 
have long been recognized as evils, 
and yet the efforts to cope with 


4 them have hitherto proved unavail- 


ing. ‘‘The Wrongs of the Sea- 
men” is indeed a theme that has 
been handed down to us from days 
that preceded the great periods of 
Greece and Rome, and in some 
respects the seaman of to-day still 
suffers from the prejudice that 
branded him as a slave and the sus- 
picion that grew out of such a con- 
dition. Thanks to the efforts of 
Mr. Plimsoll in England, and of 
other statesmen in the civilized 
parts of the world, many of these 
wrongs have been righted, while 
others are still awaiting redress. 
Among the latter a large propor- 


tion find illustration in the annals 


of our own merchant marine, and 
continue to exist, in some cases 
under the protection of our laws, 
in other cases in defiance of them. 
Let us now proceed in some detail 
to the consideration of these 
wrongs and of the measures now 
proposed in their remedy. 


1,—BRUTALITY AND OTHER FORMS 
OF CRUELTY AT SEA. 


The reputation of American 
ships for cruel treatment of the 
men by the officers is established 
among sailors,—that is one of the 
unhappy results of the decline of 
our merchant marine, or perhaps, 
from another point of view, one of 
the causes contributing towards it. 
But lest such a reputation appear 
undeserved, let us have resort to the 
testimony of others besides sailors. 
Nathaniel Hawthorne, then con- 
sul at Liverpool, wrote to the Sec- 
retary of State on June 17, 1857: 
<‘The instances of cruel treatment 
that have come under my notice 
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include a great mass of petty out- 
rage, unjustifiable assault, shame- 
ful indignities, and nameless 
cruelty, demoralizing alike to 
those who perpetrate and to those 
who suffer.” Dr. J. Grey Jewell, 
writing in 1873,* says, ‘‘There 
is no possible ground for doubt 
that American seamen are fre- 
quently murdered at sea.” In 
another place he says, ‘‘ But I feel 
confident that one of the principal 
reasons why a good class of native 
American seamen cannot be found 
to man our ships is that Amer- 
icans will not put up with the 
cruelties and brutalities practiced 
on seamen aboard our vessels.” 
Dr. Jewell occupied the post of U. 
S. Consul at the port of Singapore, 
a position that afforded him ad- 
mirable opportunity to know at 
first hand of the abuges under 
which sailors suffer, and he testi- 
fies that ‘‘in almost every case of 
an American ship entering that 
port (Singapore), certainly two out 
of every three, { was called upon 
to hear complaints from members 
of the crew.” He goes on to cite 
specifically case after case of cruel 
treatment, the infliction of brutal 
and inhuman punishment, and the 
withholding of suitable nourish- 
ment from sailors and he suggests 
as a remedy the establishment in 
all our ports of societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to sailors, 
the principal object of which 
should be to employ the best legal 
talent, and to send an agent on 
board every American ship arriv- 
ing in port to inquire of the sail- 
ors themselves how they were 
treated on the voyage they had 
just completed. 

Dr. Jewell’s evidence is of value 
in showing the extent to which 
this evil had grown in his day. 


* Among Our Sailors, by J, Grey Jewell, New 
York, Harpers, 1874. 
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A few instances of recent occur- 
rence will suffice to show that the 
evil is still a flagrant one to-day. 
On the 2lst of March, 1897, the 
American ship 7. /. Oakes reach- 
ed New York from Hong-Kong 
with her entire crew sick of the 
scurvy, six men haying died on 
the voyage. Scurvy is a disease 
absolutely preventable by a proper 
attention to diet—fresh vegetables 
and lime juice being infallible 
anti-scorbutics—and its presence 
on a ship, unless under the most 
unusual circumstances of long-con- 
tinued want and exposure, is in it- 
self sufficient evidence of criminal 
neglect on the part of either the 
owner or captain. In this case the 
ship was sufficiently stored for a 
voyage round the Cape of Good 
Hope, but the captain, meeting 
baffling winds, had changed the 
vessel’s course and adopted the 
route round the Horn. Provisions 
ran short, the crew sickened and 
died, and the captain, instead of 
making for any one of the sev- 
eral ports that lay but a short 
distance from his route, kept dog- 
gedly on for the haven of his des- 
tination— New York. Arrived 
there he was arrested and compell- 
ed to stand trial for withholding 
sufficient nourishment from his 
men. The law obliged the prov- 
ing of a motive, ‘‘ malice, hatred 
or revenge,” on his part, and un- 
der this clause he escaped a con- 
viction. Later, a suit for damages, 
brought against the ship by mem- 
bers of her crew, was carried to a 
successful conclusion and an award 
of about $3,000 was paid by the 
owners. 

Captain De Winter, of the J. 
P. Grace, was arrested in San 
Francisco in 1896, charged with 
beating a seaman in the face with 
a pistol while the latter was in 
irons; he was convicted, recom- 
mended to mercy, and fined $100. 
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In the same year a man named 
Orr, first mate of the John Mc- 
Donald, was charged with crip- 
pling two seamen for life. He de- 
serted to avoid arrest, was after- 
ward caught, and went to prison 
—for forty days. At Port Towns- 
end, Wash , in the same year, the 
first mate of the Benjamin Sewall 
was sentenced to one year’s impris- 
onment and to pay a fine of $1,000 
and costs for cruelty resulting in 
the suicide of the sailor whom he 
abused. These are simple cases 
in which the facts were fully prov- 
ed, and punishment, however in- 
adequate, meted out. There is but 
too much reason to think that such 
cases are vastly outnumbered by 
the instances in which, through 
inability to detain the witnesses 
and other causes, justice has mis- 
carried, and the guilty officers 
have been turned loose to pursue 
their bloody careers. Besides the 
comparatively common practice of 
knocking men about with belaying 
pins and handspikes, brutal cap- 
tains and mates have been known 
to resort to such punishments as 
tricing-up by the thumbs (the cul- 
prit being first placed in irons and 
then suspended by his thumbs to 
the spanker-boom), the pulling 
and ‘‘clouting” of ears, needless 
exposure carried to the extent of 
imperiling life in icy weather, gag- 
ging, striking with brass knuck- 
les, etc., etc. 

The present law of the United 
States forbids flogging, allows cor- 
poral punishment ‘‘for justifia- 
ble cause,” forbidding, however, 
‘*cruel and unusual punishments.” 
The law was amended last year 
(1897) making it no longer neces- 
sary to prove a motive, *‘ malice, 
hatred or revenge,” on the part of 
@ captain or officer accused of 
chastising a sailor. The sailors 
(Senate Bill No. 95) ask for the 
abolition of all forms of corporal 
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| tal instincts. 
_ upon this point, says: ‘“‘For im- 
pertinence, neglect of duty, dis- 


1898 ] 


punishment, on the plea that it is 
unnecessary, degrading to both of- 
ficers and men, and that the phrase 
“‘for justifiable cause” is of so 
elastic a character that the door is 
left open to gross abuse when the 
power is exercised by men of bru- 
Dr. Jewell, writing 


obedience of legitimate orders, re- 
fusing to do duty and other like 
offences, ‘docking’ a sailor’s pay, 
reduction of allowance, subsistence 
on bread and water for a few days, 
or putting a sailor in irons below 
decks, would constitute rational 
and adequate penalties. I cannot 


.— imagine a case, except that of mu- 


tiny, or attempts to injure the of- 
ficers, ship or cargo [these offences 
are all specifically dealt with un- 
der another section of the statute | 
wherein our laws would justify 
the striking of a sailor by his of- 
ficers.” In practice, however, it 
has been found that our courts do 


_ justify it* and hence the prohibi- 


* A charge brought against Captain Reed of 
the T. F. Oakes in San Francisco, 1893, was dis- 
missed the jury returning the verdict that ‘‘A 
shipmaster has the right to beat a seaman who 
is unruly.”’ 
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tion of corporal punishment is ask- 
ed for. The matter of withholding 
suitable nourishment is included 
in this section of the law, the pen- 
alty provided for violation of any 
of its provisions being either $1,000 
fine, or imprisonment for five years, 
or both. Both the bills now be- 
fore Congress (S. 95, introduced 
by Mr. White, and S. 623, intro- 
duced by Mr. Frye) provide for 
more liberal food scales on board 
ship, and the explicit statement 
contained in Mr. White’s bill to 
the effect that the food schedule 
shall not be subject to nullifying 
stipulations in the agreement with 
the sailor ought to be incorporated 
in the bill of Mr. Frye. Captains 
are sometimes tempted to scant 
the crew in order to sell provisions 
in a foreign port at a profit to 
themselves, and of course there are 
instances where ship-owners have 
neglected to properly provision the 
ship, and it 1s therefore of the ut- 
most importance that the sailor 
should possess the right of demand- 
ing the full scale allowed him by 
the government, and to recover 
damages should this be denied 
him. 
(To be continued.) 


WORK AMONG SEAMEN. 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS, &c. 


At Stations on the Foreign Field, 


Italy. 
NAPLES. 


From the last annual report of the Rev. 
T, JoHNSTONE IRVING: 

I often think that the main hardship in 
a sailor’s life is the large extent to which 
he is deprived of intercourse with those 


— who are dear to him. It is when the sail- 


or is sick in a foreign port that this hard- 
ship in his life is most keenly felt by him. 
At home is where all who are sick would 


be. There is no homesickness so keen as 
that of the sick. 


“* Oh little did my mither think 
When first she cradled me 
That I wad dee sae far frae hame.” 


Well, itis to men afflicted with this sick- 
ness in addition to their other ailments 
that Mr. Bex pays his visits at the hos- 
pital; and I know how kind and sympa- 
thetic are the words he can speak to such. 
It is in connection with the sick that he 
finds his most precious opportunities of 
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commending the best of friends—the 
Friend who sticketh closer than a broth- 
er; and he has reason to believe that in 
not a few cases his commendation has 
not been unheeded. It is not an unusual 
thing with God to raise a storm about a 
man, that on the waves of it He may ap- 
proach and reveal Himself as the God of 
grace and salvation. There is one entry 
in our missionary’s journal that is almost 
monotonous in the frequency of its repe- 
tition. It is this: ‘‘ Visiting in the har- 
bor.” For a great many days of the year 
this is the sole entry. Well, the interest 
of this entry is due to its frequency. It 
shows that in what is the most important 
part of his work Mr. Bet is assiduously 
active. As a rule he is in the harbor 
every day of the week, and [ can hardly 
imagine that a single British or American 
ship escapes him. The preaching of the 
Word in the public assembly is a great 
and effectual means of salvation; but I 
am disposed to believe that a harbor mis- 
sionary’s best work is done in converse 
with men individually. In the public 
meeting he must in the main shoot his 
arrows at a venture; while in individual 
conyerse with men he can take deliberate 
aim. Peter’s sermon on the day of Pen- 
tecost was a great and noble effort; but 
at the close of it his congregation had 
still to ask what they must do to be sav- 
ed. The Apostle Paul found it to be 
necessary in the intere:ts of his work to 
go from house to house, and the seamen’s 
missionary, who goes from ship to ship, 
follows an illustrious example. 

Now and then extraordinary opportun- 
ities of usefulness come in our way. Last 
night, for instarce, after our usual ser- 
vice in the Bethel we went on board an 
Orient steamer to hold a service for a 
hundred and twenty-five marines who 
were on their way to join men-of-war in 
Australian waters, An invitation came 
to us from the marines themselves to hold 
this service, and when we got on board 
they rallied round us almost to a man. 
Between them and other passengers we 
had a congregation of about two hundred. 
The officer in charge was a Christian man, 
and it was with great pleasure we learned 
that he held a daily service with his men. 

Another such opportunity was afforded 
by the visit to our port of the British fleet 
last year. I invited the Presbyterians of 
the fleet to come to our church, and they 
came in such numbers that I had my ree- 
ord congregation. A more attentive con- 
gregation no minister could have desired 
to preach to, but this was no surprise to 
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me; for I had preached for a year to sol- 
diers and marines in Malta, and knew how 
good their behavior in church was. Dur- 
ing the days the fleet was with us the 
Bethel was made use of to a most gratify- 
ing extent. It was in our mind to have 
a tea meeting for the men, but we saw, 
much to our regret, that the thing was 
quite impracticable. The number of men 
was so great as to be quite beyond our 
power to entertain. The most we could 
do was to keep the teapot full, and serve 
cups to batches of men as they chanced 
to come in, The memory that abides 
with us in connection with this visit of 
the fleet is that of several blue-jackets 
whose piety was an inspiration. 
were beyond all question good soldiers of 
Jesus Christ. A truly pious sailor is one 
of the most winsome of saints. 


9 ie 


India. 
BOMBAY. 


From the last annual report of the Rev. 
F. Woop: 


The superintendent’s Log Book shows: 
letters received and posted for seamen, 
865; seamen lodged, 75; free meals, 316; 
services, &c., held, 182; attendance at 
same, 3,224; temperance pledges signed, 
39; visits made to ships, 622; magazines 
and tracts distributed, 2,878, Scriptures, 
294, reading-room used by over 9,000, 

Only a few weeks ago a seaman came 
into the Rest who had left his ship with 
the intention of putting an end to his 
life, which had become unbearable on 
account of the drink and other vices 
which held him fast, and from which he 
saw no other way of deliverance. He was 
indeed desperate. But he heard of one 
‘* mighty to save,” who alone can deliver 
from the evil one, and, like Bunyan’s 
Christian, he came up near the Cross, 
where the burden was loosed and fell from 
him. And with a new purpose in life, as 
a changed man, he returned to the home- 
land happy and free. 

Allow us to cite one or two other cases: 

W. S.—It was his first time of coming 
to India. Hnticed on the right hand and 
on the left, he was being led away. The 
liking for strong drink was taking firm 
hold, and also the fascinations o 
company. In our services he saw the folly 
of the way he was going and desired to 
stop. But it was a harder task than he 
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-anticipated ; at length he boldly confessed 

the error of his ways, and the power of 
God snapped the fetters most surely bind- 
ing him fast, and he was enabled to walk 
honestly and soberly. This was ten 
months ago. 

FE. M.—Was but a boy in years, but a 
‘man in wickedness. In one of our meet- 
ings he was converted. His chief declared 
he never witnessed such a change before. 
For a week in port his life was exemplary. 
On the voyage home he died. Just saved 
‘in time! 

J. B—Had been with us for some 
‘weeks while ‘‘on the beach,” and al- 
though desirous of ‘‘becoming reli- 
-gious,” as he termed it, would not do so 
for fear others would think he was doing 
it for mercenary gain. He obtained a 
‘ship; next voyage he returned, and call- 
ing our missionary into his cabin, there 
-and then he gave his heart to God. He 
has not touched the cursed drink since— 
for four months. 

Over thirty-five such cases that we 
know of, besides many more total ab- 
stinence pledges signed, tell their own 
“story. 

But listen to what some write: 

From one who had received great bless- 
ings: ‘‘ The enclosed —— rupees are for 
your mission. The gift is only very little; 
‘but 1am a poor sailor myself, and hope 
you will accept it small as itis.” A cap- 
tain: ‘* Please do not forget our ship in 
your prayers.” <A chief engineer: ‘‘T 
hope God will prosper your good work.” 
A petty officer: ‘‘ Having been transfer- 
ed. to another route, I deeply regret to 
be unable to join you in those sweet meet- 
ings.” Another: ‘‘ I am anxiously looking 
forward for another meeting at the Rest 
with you all, What blessings I have re- 
‘ceived! I have a hard time of it on this 
ship; but I have learned at the Rest to 
‘ask the Lord to help me, and so I can 
walk on the right way. My mates do not 
like it because I will not go with them to 
those places on shore, and they try to do 
me all the harm they can.” 


————-0<__— 
Japan. 
YOKOHAMA, 


From the last annual report of the Rev. 
W. T. AUSTEN: 


The statistics for the year show an in- 
crease in nearly every department of the 
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work. The item of the number of sea-— 
men using the free reading rooms shows 
an increase of 2,000, and the attendances 
at the services and meetings an increase 
of 600. This may no doubt be accounted 
for by the fact that the Gleaner carried 
nearly 6,000 officers and seamen to and 
from the mission during the year. It is 
gratifying to note in this connection that 
the chaplain was enabled to purchase the 
Gleaner without soliciting or receiving a 
single dollar from the friends of the mis- 
sion in Yokohama. With two exceptions 
the same can be said for her running ex- 
penses. Two valued supporters of the 
mission have in addition to other kind 
favors contributed, in one case a ton of 
coal per month, and the other five yen 
per month for coal. The debit balance 
of $222.15, brought forward from last 
year’s launch account, has been reduced 
to $102.44. Our friends will also be 
pleased to see that a sum of $108 has 
been kindly contributed by the ladies of 
the community towards the purchase 
fund of the piano; this leaves an amount 
still owing of $60 which it is hoped will 
be met during the current year. 

The subscriptions to the seamen’s free 
reading room fund are less than in 1896, 
Considering the large number of German 
seamen who have used the room, and for 
whose special benefit subscriptions to 
German newspapers are paid for by the 
mnission, it is a matter for regret that no 
subscriptions were received from German 


rms. 

On the 6th of January a New Year’s 
ship entertainment was held, attended by 
seventy-eight seamen, each man receiving 
a useful New Year’s gift from the ship’s 
cargo. Inthe month of February a suc- 
cessful fourteen days’ mission was held; 
services being held daily, with different 
speakers each day; the total attendance 
of sailors aggregated eight hundred, an 
average of sixty-six daily; great interest 
was manifested, and it is hoped that 
there were at least twenty thorough con- 
versions as a result of this special mission, 
The ladies of the Christian Endeavor So- 
ciety kindly continued their Monday even- 
ing entertainment for the sailors until 
the summer holidays, and it is greatly re- 
gretted that they have been unable to 
continue them during the winter months. 
Mrs. Austen continued her Wednesday 
evening ‘‘ At Home” for sailors until the 
end of July when her health became seri- 
ously iol ee a acting under medical ad- 
vice she has recently returned to England 
to recuperate, 
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Several large sailor picnics were ar- 
rapged and cunducted by the chaplain at 
different seasons of the year; admiral Sir 
ALEXANDER BULLER, several officers and 
Tokio friends contributing handsomely 
to the expenses. On Christmas aay at 
one o'clock p. m. sixty seamen from the 
merchant vessels in port were entertained 
at the annual Christmas dinner provided 
for them at the mission rooms, The din- 
ner fund is chiefly subscribed by the lady 
frierds of the mission. Aiter dinner a 
varied programme of instrumental and 
vocal music was provided and carried out 
to the sausfaction of all present; before 
separating the usual three cheers were 
given for those who had provided the 
capital entertainment for both body and 
mind. 

On New Year’s eve at seven o’clock 
sixty five seamen sat down to a high tea 
provided for them at the mission. After 
tea, songs and games of various kinds 
afforded innocent recreation, aud at 9.30 
those who wished to return to their ships 
were conveyed in the mission launch. At 
eleven o'clock, after refreshments had 
been served, a watch-night service was 
conducted by the chaplain, at which over 
fifty sailors were present. At 12 30 the 
Gleaner made a second trip returning all 
salely back to their ships. 

Visits to merchant vessels, 2,990, to 
men of: war, 98, to naval hospitals, 128, 
to consular jails, 148, to sailors’ homes, 
etc., 385; services held at the Institute, 
148; administrations of Holy Commu- 
nion, 2; services held in naval hospital, 
82, in consular jails, 87, afloat, 38; tem- 
perance meetings, magic lantern enter- 
tainments, e1c., 99; attendance of seamen 
at services, 6,226, at meetings and enter- 
tainments, etc., 3,385; visits of seamen 
to the free reading 100ms, 10,469; bags 
of reading issued, 343; officers and sea- 
men curried by the Gleaner, 5,980; en- 
rolled temperance seamen, 17; mission 
helpers (officers), 3; mission associates 
(seamen), 3; Bibles sold, 8; officiated at 
burial services, 8. 


NAGASAKI, 


The new wing of the Sailors’ Home at 
this port was opened on Wednesday night, 
when the committee gave a social in order 
to bring the men together and introduce 
their new manager, Mr. Maxins, who 
has recently arrived from America to 
take charge of the Home. By kind per- 
mission of admiral McNatr the band of 
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the U. S. S. Olympia was in attendance 
aud gave several selections during the 
evening. Sufficient thanks can Lardly 
be accorded to the committee of ladies 
who undertook the management of the re- 
freshment department and who had real- 
lya hard time. Providing a most varied 
refreshment menu for two hundred and 
fifty sailors is no light matter; but when 
the issuing department, &c., are added,. 
it makes an interesting little mathemati- 
cal problem. The whole of the building 
was tastefully decorated with flags and 
bunting kindly lent by the captain and 
officers of H. M. S. Immortalité, and 
Chinese lanterns were hung in every po- 
sition of vantage inside and out, with 
very pretty effect. 

The social opened with an overture by 
the band of the Olympia, after which. 
professor Davis gave a short prayer, ask- 
ing for a blessing upon the Home and 
the work among sailors in general. After 
a selection by the band, professor VAIL. 
then gave a short address, upon the con- 
clusion of wuich he introduced the new 
manager, Mr. Maxins, and said it was 
one of his dearest hopes that the Nagasa- 
ki Home would be the home of all sailors 
of whatever nationality who arrived in 
this port. He said the sailors were the 
policemen or custodians of the sea, and it 
was largely due to them that the world. 
was as enlightened as it was at the present 
day. He had, he said, a dream (probably 
due to a heavy supper) the other night in. 
which he saw the Sailors’ Home almost 
complete—all private bedrooms, good din- 
ing room, reading room, writing room, 
billiard room, bowling alley, &c., and a. 
room set apart hung with pictures, where: 
aman could be mutely reminded of his 
home and of his God. 

Mr. Maxtns, who was received with 
applause, replied in a humorous speech. 
Stating the many needs of the Home, he 
said if they would look around they 
would see what they had not and there- 
fore what they reduired. Although a. 
new comer amongst them here, he had 
worked for the Home in Nagasaki for- 
the past twelve months in a land thous- 
ands of miles away, and he hoped to see 
the result of his labors in the Nagasaki 
Home, and that Nagasaki would be known 
all over the world as the place where 
there was a Sailors’ Home in reality and 
not a mockery; where men of all nation- 
alities could feel there was a welcome 
awaiting them. He intended to do his 
part and he called upon the boys to give 
him their valued assistance. Their needs. 
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) was very essential. 


4 lars. 
i the boys and he was also confident of the 
® result. .... 
i best Sailors’ Home in Japan, and with the 
' now efficient management and further 


| mencement. 
} rooms of every description, including the 


were indeed many; this was but the com- 
He intended having good 


dining room, which, with nautical men, 
He hoped to have a 
good gymnasium and good swimming 
tanks; but all this meant time and dol- 
He felt confident of the support of 


AS it now stands this is the 


improvements, it is hoped in a short time 


' to see this the best Home on any station. 


We wish the management every success 
in supplying a much felt want at this 


( port.— Nagasaki Newspaper. 
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New Zealand, 
DUNEDIN. 
The following letter is from a valued 


correspondent whose work is felt~to the 
ends of the earth: 


Though I have not written of late to 


_ your helpful, welcome, Sartors’ Maga- 


ZINE, yet we have had much cause to 
praise God for much blessing on the work 
among seamen here. We are seldom 


without some American vessels lying near 


our Rest, and what with the sailors from 
them, and other foreign and British ves- 
sels in port, we have had much joy in 
seeing many of the dear men led to trust 
Christ. Besides inducing the seamen to 
frequent the Rest for the comforts there- 
in, such as newspapers, readable books, 
writing material, &c , our hearts’ desire 
above all else is that souls may he led to 
Christ, and many a dear mother’s prayers 
answered in peace. sone who has been 
in the work tor over thirty years, I would 
heartily counsel dear fellow-laborers to 
work hard for souls; to make that object 
the chief aim of life, so that Christ may 
be magnified. The Lord will cheer our 
hearts and answer our prayers abundantly 
if we honor Him. With Christian love 
om brother Hercvus and fellow-workers 
ere, 
Ever affectionately, 
A. R. Fatconzr. 


The following seamen’s letters were re- 
ceived at the mission: 
Nortx Sa. 
“ Birst I thank his for your letters 
which I received with great joy; I am so 
glad that the dear brothers and sisters 
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still remember us,.... TT. and C. and 
the second mate are all kept standing, 
and I thank my dear Father that Hestill 
teaches me out of His holy Word. Dear 
C. is often weak, but we help one anoth- 
er. I was glad when 1 read your letter. 
.... You wrote that I should tell them 
to read diligently the Bible, I am glad 
Jesus said ‘Seek and ye shall find, knock 
and it shall be opened unto you.’.... 
Oh, how He has cared for us. He has 
shown us Himself. I would like to tell 

ou much the Holy Ghost has shown me. 
laters asked Jesus to give me strength 
and more of His Spirit, that He may teach 
me, and I am sure that He will hear me.” 


‘©On Boarp Suip Agnes Lilian 

“It is with great pleasure 1 write to 
you, as you were one of those dear Chris- 
tian friends in Dunedin who took such a 
great interest in me during the time our 
vessel was lying there. I am so very 
glad that I ever came to your Rest and 
there got to know the precious gospel of 
God. Wherever I may go on the earth 
I will never forget that blessed time I 
spent in Dunedin, and those friends that 
the merciful God sent to me. Oh, may 
God Almighty bless you and all the 
workers among my fellow-sailors in that 
peaceful little place among the hills. I 
would be delighted if I could get a ship 
from London bound for your place again. 
.... We have had an unexpectedly 
long voyage. is one of the most. 
lonely places I ever saw; the only thing 
I can do is to take my Bible or some other 
book and go alone up to the top of some 
lonely hill. Iam so fond of being left 
alone with my thoughts. Asking that 
you would sometimes send me a few 
words, I am, yours respectfully, G. 0.” 


At the Christian meeting Mr. Fancon- 
ER expressed his gratitude to God for all 
the wondrous blessing He had vouchsafed 
in connection with the Sailors’ Rest mis- 
sion during the past year, especially for 
the many conversions to God, one evi- 
dence of which is the many testimonies 
received from many parts of the world 
from masters, officers, and men. He 
read part of an interesting letter just re- 
ceived from the son of a foreign bishop, 
who, whilst his ship lay in port lately, 
had been led to trust Christ. He also 
thanked the many helpers to the Dunedin 
Sailors’ Rest, and asked for prayer that 
more and more real work for God should 
be done. Capt. Ropert NeviLe, of the 
steamship Wachora, then gave a happy, 
loving address, ending with a faithful 
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testimony as to God’s saving, comforting, 
keeping power. He was followed by the 
Rev. Davip O’DonNELL, the well-known 
Australian evangelist, and Mr. WiLLIAM 
Inas, of Forbury, who both gave inter- 
esting addresses. During the evening a 
number of hymns were sung, and each 
seaman present was presented with a little 
“‘sailors’ bag,” containing Bible, hymn 
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-book, and numerous little odds and ends 
useful to a sailor. A number of ministers 
of the gospel were present, while others 


age 


tf cman 


sent kindly Jetters of encouragement. 


Christian workers from most of the city 
churches were also present to show their 
sympathy with the work carried on among 
ane sailor visitors.—The Christian Out- 
ook. 


At Ports in the United States. 


Massachusetts. 


GLOUCESTER. 


The Rey. EH, C. CoAarLron writes on 
March 18: 


You will be interested to know that by 
the good favor of God I have succeeded 
in getting a mission vessel for deep sea 
work. I have bought and paid for the 
schooner yacht Pastime, a fine and sea- 
worthy vessel every way fitted for my 
work, and I hope early in April to have 
her in commission cruising among the 
fishing fleets doing good. God is with us 
and His blessing crowns our humble ef- 
forts. To Him be all the glory. 


TESTIMONIES, 


“ “7 make very poor prayers, really I 
don’t know how to pray, but God answers 
my prayer, and that is enough for me. I 
don’t mind the ridicule of folks who are 
ignorant about God. Oh, it is a great 
comfort to know the living God.” 

‘‘T am going out to-morrow on a voy- 
age. I thank God that I am not afraid 
to go, for I am not going alone. I now 
have the assurance that God will go with 
me and keep me in all my ways. I pur- 
pose to be true to Him.” 

“Tf I didn’t have my little Testament 
to flee to, and was not much in prayer, 
I know I’d go back into sin, but every 
time a temptation comes I lift up my 
heart to God for help and try to think of 
some precious Bible promise, and as soon 
as I can I turn to my Bible for comfort.” 

*¢T shall never cease to thank God for 
this chapel. I came here a poor stranger 
and found true friends that Reve stood by 
me; even when I didn’t do right they did 
not turn their backs on me or give me 


up. For three years I have kept coming’ 


here, off and on, and whatever my condi- 
tion, I found this good, faithful family 
the same, It was right here on Christ- 


mas day I found the friend that’s above — 


all others, Jesus my Saviour.” 

“‘T ask some men to come to this 
chapel, but they tell me that they are not 
dressed well enough. They seem to think 
us all very tony up here, when I tell them 
that these are my only Sunday-go-to- 
meeting clothes, and that I know God 
has not only heard prayers I have offered 
from under this coat and flannel shirt, 
but that I have been blessed in praying 
to Him even from under my sou’wester. 
Tam glad that religion does not consist 
in boiled shirts or polished boots, for 
then I know I couldn’t enjoy it, I 
wouldn’t feel at home in it.” 

‘¢ When I went off on my last trip I 
went trusting in Jesus, but I tried to 
keep it to myself, until one stormy day 
on the Georges we could do nothing else. 
So I took out my comfort bag and open- 
ing this little Testament my eyes rested 
on these words: ‘Be ye not hearers of 
the word only, but doers also.’ It then 
began to dawn upon me that as I was the 
only professing Christian on board, I 
must be a missionary to my shipmates, 
and then I determined that I would do 
what I could to honor my Master and 
Redeemer, and I began at once by telling 
them what Jesus had done for me on 


Christmas morn in this very chapel, and 


I know this, that they respected me the 
more for it and that I was happier and 
safer for having done my Christian duty.” 

“‘T am so glad the Lord has saved me 
from hatred. I used to hate and curse 
everybody. I hated them so, but when 
Jesus saved me, He cast hate out and 
filled me with love.” 

‘¢T am glad to be back in this Bethel 
again, There was a time on this last 
trip when I didn’t think I should ever see 
you again. I tell you I did some think- 
ing then, yes, and praying, too. I felt 
ashamed to beg God for mercy, after all 
J had done and said, but I did, and I be~ 
lieve He answered my prayer. I am go- 
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1 ing to try to live a different life. 
| will help me, won’t you?” 


B the devil. 
) Look at me.” 


You 


‘Tt is hard work and poor pay to serve 
I have tried it fifty years. 


“<T am not a Christian, but I wish I 


; were. Iam sick and tired of this mean 
| way of living.” 
eH 
Connecticut. 
NEW HAVEN. 


The Rev. JoHn O. Berau writes on 
April 1: 


We have seen no special results from 
our efforts other than those which gen- 
erally follow. Nor have we any reason 
for discouragement. The work has been 
¢arried out in the well regulated lines 
adopted by this Society. 

This winter, as in other winters, a 
number of destitute seamen drifted along 
who have heen fitted out with clothing 
and sent afloat in ships again. I think 
that the number who needed assistance in 
this way has been smaller this year. Still 
we have given away to sailors the last 
three months fifty articles of clothing. 
Number of lodgings and meals given is 
not always kept; quite a number have 
been given. 

Three men have been helped to their 
destinations by tickets furnished by the 
Society. One sailor, killed on the rail- 
road, was buried by the Society in their 
lot, ‘‘ Sailors’ Rest.” 

The good influence of the Home has 
been seen in various ways: a perceptible 
improvement in the habits of the mea, 
such as. refraining from drinking and 
swearing, attending services, and general 
improvement in their conduct. Again 
that men have come long distances direct 
to our Home, from Boston, Baltimore, 
and other places, even as far as from 
Hong Kong, who would not stop in New 
York, having found at our place a genuine 
home. Then again by direct ‘testimony 
from the boys and from letters written 
when away. Altogether we have encour- 
agement and warrant for continuous ef- 
forts aside from the divine commission 
resting on us. 

Number of meetings held, 13, Scandi- 
navian services, 2; attendance at all ser- 
vices, 800, attendance of sailors, 116; 
visits to reading-room, 1,438; letters re- 
eeived for sailors, 263, letters written by 
sailors, 224; bundles of reading matter 
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distributed, 238, books, 12, loose maga- 
zines, 217, libraries exchanged, 5, new 
ones sent out, 2; visits to vessels, 195; 
sailing vessels in port, 105, foreign ves- 
sels. 2; men shipped, 191; new arrivals 
at Home, 128, total number of men at the 
Home, 719. 2 


ae i 


New York. 


THE NAVY YARD, 


Mr. J. M. Woop writes on March 31: 


Of the hundreds of testimonies given 
here in our meetings, I believe none have 
ever been reported in these columns, so 
this month I select a few and present 
them verbatim : 

“The compass may be truly called the 
ship’s heart. All of you know it is very 
closely guarded, not allowed to come in 
contact with anything that would cause 
the needle to deviate from its true course. 
So we should closely watch our hearts. 
The Bible says the human heart is de- 
ceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked. We all know this to be true. 
There are numberless influences for evil 
all around us to attract us toward the 
sinful pleasures of the world, and thus 
throw us off our course toward God and 
heaven, and unless we break away from 
sin it will lead us at last to an awful 
wreckage upon the lee shore of death and 
hell.” 

“‘T am not ashamed to confess Jesus as 
my Saviour, for He has said ‘Ye are my 
Witnesses,’ and I shall witness for Him 
wherever I may go. This Christian life 
is a great comfort to me, and I intend to 
serve God with all my powers and try and 
win my shipmates to Him. I want to be 
faithful and true to Christ. The talk to- 
night has greatly helped me, I ask your 
prayers.” 

**T have been intensely interested in 
the story of the prodigal son which we 
have heard to-night, and the words of 
brother Woop have touched me deeply. 
I was a wanderer from God until in His 
praat mercy He took me back to His 

ouse again, and I have been a happy 
man ever since. I want to do all that I 
can for the extension of His kingdom in 
the navy.” 

“IT have but recently returned from a 
cruise on the Asiatic station, and while 
there I, as well as my shipmates. received 
several letters from brother Woop that 
greatly cheered and helped us, and in my 
case kept me from sin. One of,my ship- 
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mates was CARLTON JENcKS who perished 
on the Maine,—a true Christian. I wish 
we all had his faith. Tank God he was 
ready to go. The lesson to-night has 
gone straight to my heart and has stimu- 
lated me to more faithful service for 
Christ.” 

A young seaman arose and quoted this 
verse: 


‘* Whoever repents and forsakes every sin, 
And opens his heart for the Lord to come in, 
A present and perfect salvation shall have, 
For Jesus is ready this moment to save,” 


and then said: ‘‘ This is a fact I know to 
be true, that Jesus is always ready to 
save, right now, any manu here who will 
repent and forsake his sins. The talk to- 
night about the broad and narrow roads, 
the one leading to destruction, the other 
to eternal life, has comforted me very 
much, I left the broad road some months 
ago and purchased a ticket on the other 
line. My elder brother, Jesus Christ, is 
in charge, and with His hand on the 
throttle I have nothing to fear. Not a 
single passenger was ever lost on this 
train, and God helping me I’m going to 
see the end of the route and abide in the 
celestial city forever. I live on the 121st 
Psalm ” 

“* Away at tbe other end of the world I 
heard of brother Woop’s conversion, and 
you knowit set me to thinking and I con- 
cluded the power that saved him could 
straighten me out, for I knew him in the 
old days and I felt in my heart that God 
alone could perform a miracle like this, 
and so I started on the narrow road, and 
I bless God every minute since. It has 
meant a great deal to me. There is one 
thing I shall always regret, and that is I 
travelled on the broad road until I was 
an old man. All of you here to-night are 
young men, and [ urge you to accept 
Chrisc now in the days of your youth, 
thus saving all the miseries of a wasted 
life in Satan’s service, and casting your 
influence on God’s side,” 

A blue jacket read the 1st Psalm, and 
remarked: ‘I bless God J am on the safe 
side, that J am with the righteous and 
the Lord kaoweth my way. For many 
years my house was built upon the shift- 
ing sands of sin, but now my feet are on 
the everlasting Rock, Christ Jesus ” 

The loss of the Maine crew has started 
a current of sober, serious thought among 
the men of the navy about matters spirit- 
ual and eternal. Our meetings have been 
filled with power divine, and at our last 
Sabbath evening service this month, fa 
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large number of young men were present, 
and at its conclusion Mrs. Woop sang 
‘My name in mother’s prayers,” and one 
poor fellow sobbed aloud and cried like an 
infant. He told us afterward that he had 
parted from his mother in anger and she 
had died while he was away from home. 
The crowd was visibly affected, and as I 
gave the invitation to accept Christ every 
baud, save one, was uplifted, expressing 
a desire to lead Christian lives. 

That was a pathetic happening the oth- 
er day at Key West, the last muster of 
the remaining members of the Maine's 
crew, some of them sorely wounded, just 
a remnant of the ill-fated ship’s comple- 
ment, and | thought of the final muster ~ 
of all mankind before God’s throne, and 
I prayed from the depths of my heart 
that at the last roll call in heaven every 
wandering prodigal of the deep clad in 
the white robes of righteousness, saved 
from the wreck of sin, might answer,— 
‘‘Here, Lord, am I, saved by Thy grace, 
redeemed by Thy blood.” Six of the Maine 
survivors have reported on board the re- 
ceiving-ship Vermont for duty, among 
them two of my old shipmates. God has 
given them another opportunity to ac- 
cept His salvation, and may they hear 
His call. These brave sons of the sea are 
just the messengers the Lord Jesus wants 
to unfurl His standard to all the winds of 
heaven. I find in the Meriden Journal 
the following glowing yet deserved trib- 
ute to the beroism of sailors: ‘‘ This 
world is full of heroes, and the sea is sen- 
tinelled by them everywhere. Accident 
and disaster are only the rare opportun- 
ities that are offered the brave fellows to 
show what immortal stuff they are made 

pI 


At the Lenten noon day services at 
Holy Trinity Church, Captain A. T. Ma- 
HAN, U.S. N., (retired) whose writings 
have won for him fame and fortune, was 
the distinguished speaker. Among other 
good things he said: ‘‘If to a single per- 
son in this church who is struggling to 
find belief in God, my words may bring 
aid or comfort, they will not have been 
given in vain. In my acknowledgment ' 
of the truths of God’s teachings, | must 
say that they have been all in all to me. 
Whatever I may be, whatever good I may 
have done, whatever reputation I may 
have acquired or whatever intellect I may 

ossess, is due to that God whose teach- 
ings I have tried to follow. In spite of 
my years, I hope that my life is not soon 
to end, and whatever that is creditable I 
may yet accomplish will be due to my bes 
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lief in the infinite goodness and mercy of 
' that God in whom I trust.” 
4\I thank you, captain, for your brave, 
‘manly, outspoken faith in God. In these 
¥ days of weak-kneed Christians it is re- 
€ freshing to hear such ringing words in 
« defence of the great truths of our reli- 
} gion. Your words cheered one lone mis- 
G sionary’s heart and sent him back to his 
\ labors with renewed vigor and faith in 
the God of our salvation. Thank God the 
| seamen of the world are looking with 
longing eyes toward the great Pilot. The 
| bravest, the best are on His side, and all 
' shall bow at the name of Jesus for His 
| kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and 
| His glory shall cover the earth as the wa- 


Intense activity prevails in the Yard, 
| large numbers of recruits are being en- 
/ listed, and our audiences are greatly in- 
/ creasing. But they are being sent away 
/ so rapidly that we have ofientimes but a 
single opportunity to give the message of 
' aSaviour’s love to them, and we give it 
with all the earnestness of which we are 
| capable, praying that the truth may find 
| lodgment and bring forth a rich harvest 
in after days. 
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Virginia, 
NORFOLK. 


The Rev. J. B. Merritt writes on 
| April 1: 


Both the attendance on and the inter- 
est in tha services have greatly increased, 
in fact they have been better than at any 
time during my chaplaincy. I am largely 
indebted for this to the assistance rendered 
me by the St. Andrew’s Brotherhood and 
the Epworth League, the latter bringing 
_achoir of twelve or thirteen to the even- 
ing service. These singers are very well 
trained and enthusiastic in their work 
and the sailors engage in the singing with 
a hearty good will; on several occasions 
we have had an.after service of song and 
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the men call for such pieces as they wish 
| and it becomes a very social and profit- 
| able service. 

Many a time have I seen men, neces- 
| sarily compelled to curb their appetites 
\-aad passions during sickness, learn the 
/ fact that they could do better, and so 
have been lead to begin new lives. Only 
yesterday a letter came to me from the 
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mate of a vessel now in far off Brazil ex- 
pressiag thanks for attention received 
duriog the time he was confined by a 
serious surgical operation, and wishing 
to be kindly remembered to the King’s 
Daughters who also had visited him. 

By way of encouragement to those lay-~ 
men who help us, let me tell of a brother 
who has been one of my best helpers; he 
said ‘‘I don’t know what would have be- 
come of me spiritually when I came from 
the country to this wicked city, if 1 had 
not engaged in the Christian work of 
trying to save seamen” ; so realizing that 
‘“‘he that watereth others shall himself 
be watered,” 

Number of American ships in port since 
last statement, 389, all others, 65; reli- 
gious services in chapel, 26, elsewhere, 1; 
average attendance of seamen at religious 
services, 21, of others, 9; religious visits 
to hospitals, 92, on ships, 454; tracts, 
&c., distributed, 29. 


Col. WintiAm Lams writes on March 
223 
We have continued the work which 
was commenced under chaplain CRANE, 
and since he left us in 1881 we have cared 
annually for a number of shipwrecked 
and distressed seamen. Every shipwreck- 
ed sailor who arrives at our port, who 
does not have a consul to look after him, 
is cared for by our Society, furnished 
with necessary clothing and his passage 
paid to his home. Every sailor who dies 
is furnished with a grave free of charge, 
and a headstone with his number put at 
the head of his grave, so that it can 
always be identified. Not only have our 
own seamen been the recipients of the 
benefits of our Society, but in extrao:din- 
ary cases of shipwreck, such as the Ger- 
man ship Hlizabeth, and the Norwegian 
bark Dictator, special attention has been 
paid to the sarvivors in addition to the 
assistance afforded by the consulates. In 
the case of the officers and crew of the 
German ship Elizabeth, where the con- 
sul would only have had authority to 
have had them decently buried near the 
scene of the wreck, their bodies were neat- 
ly coffined and brought to our city and 
buried ia the sailors’ cemetery at the cost 
of our Society. I doubt whether any 
branch of the Society outside of the city 
of New York assists so many shipwrecked 
‘sailors as we do here. I was led to men- 
tion this by noticing what you say of the 
work of your own Society ia this respect. 
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South Carolina. 
CHARLESTON. 


The Rev. CO. E, CHICHESTER writes on 
March 81: 

Number of American ships in port 
since last statement, 54, all others, 16; 
religious services held in chapel, 50, hos- 
pitals, 2; average attendance of seamen 
at religious services, 15, of others, 20; 
visits to hospitals, 21, on ships, &c., 70; 
Bibles and Testaments distributed, Eng- 
lish, 17, Danish, 6, Swedish, 2, German, 
2, Spanish 2, total, 28, tracts, &c., 5,280. 


The following extracts are made from 
the annual report of the Rev. C. E. Cur- 
CHESTER to the seventy-sixth annual meet- 
ing of the Port Society: 

During the past year the spiritual and 
temporal interests of the seamen visiting 
this port have been looked after with the 
some regularity and attention as hereto- 

ore. 

The Sunday night preaching services 
have been maintained without interrup- 
tion, except during the usual suspension 
in the summer months, when there are no 
vessels in port. The attendance of sea- 
faring men has compared favorably with 
preceding years. Owing to the increased 
facilities for loading ships rapidly and 
their quick dispatch, vessels, especially 
those carrying mixed cargoes, are not de- 
tained here as long as they used to be; 
consequently the officers and men on 
board are not at as many services as here- 
tofore, 

The Monday night meetings of The 
Marine Total Abstinence Society, in con- 
nection with the Mariners’ Church, have 
been held regularly during the season. 
The lectures and addresses delivered have 
resulted in the securing of the signature 
of forty-two names of sailors to the total 
abstinence pledge. 

The Tuesday afternoon meetings of the 
Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society have 
been held regularly during the entire 
year, with very few exceptions, when in- 
clement weather prevented. ‘The stead- 
fast devotion and untiring zeal of this 
faithful band of workers is worthy of our 
highest commendation and praise. The 
annual report of their officers is present- 
ed herewith for your consideration. 

The Wednesday night interesting and 
instructing services have been regularly 
maintained, Several earnest and devoted 
members of the Young People’s Christian 
Endeavor and other religious societies 
have cheerfully given their time and 
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talents in making these meetings pleas- 
ant and profitable. 

The Friday night social entertainments 
for the sailors have, as heretofore, at- 
tracted many seamen as well as lands- 
men. Helpers have volunteered their ser- 
vices cheerfully, and we have had a larg- 
er number of men from the ships to take 
part than usual. On several occasions 
they filled up the entire programme with 
their songs and recitations, thus provid- 
ing a sailors’ entertainment for the lands- 
men, which the latter greatly enjoyed. 

The marine wards in the infirmary 
and also the city hospital have been vis- 
ited every week regularly. There have 
not been many serious cases of illness 
and but four deaths, two of these within 
the past week. The jail has also been 
visited every week, but I am happy to 
say that very few sailors are ever found 
there. 

Affairs at the Home have not improved 
since our Jast report. The necessary ex- 
penses, small as they are, in keeping it 
open and taking care of the reading room 
still exceed the income derived from lodg- 
ings. Norepairs have been made though 
greatly needed. The ladies have put 
forth every effort to raise the amount 
necessary, but thus far without success. 

Total number of religious services and 
other meetings held, 1382; number of sea- 
men present, 2,048, of landsmen, 1,991; 
visits to vessels, 275, to hospitals and 
jail, 94; Bibles and Testaments donated, 
%3 English, 25 Norwegian, 11 German, 6 
Italian, 4 Swedish, 2 Spanish, total, 121; 
printed invitations to services distributed, 
2,500; books, magazines, tracts and news- 
papers given to sailors and put on ships, 
18 330; sailors visiting reading room, 
1,584; letters written by sailors, 109, let- 
i received, 80; lodgers in the Home, 

The number of members and contrib- 
utors continues to grow smaller by reason 
of deaths, removals and withdrawals on 
account of the stringency of the times. 
But let us not be discouraged. The work 
is ours, the results are God’s, and He 
will not forsake us if we go forward. We 
need not fear that after watching over 
and blessing our Society for more than 
three-quarters of a century He will aban- 
don us now. 


—_———»> +S 
Georgia. 
SAVANNAH. 


Mr. H. Iverson writes on April 6: 
Number of American ships in port since 


1898, | 


- last statement, 174, all others, 84; reli- 


gious services held in chapel, 51, else- 
where, 1; average attendance at religious 
services, 58; religious visits to hospitals, 
17, on ships, 190. A great many tracts 
have been distributed, and good reading 


+ matter has been collected from the citi- 


} zens and given to the seamen when ready 
) for sea, 


Our meetings during the last three 


+ months have been well attended with the 
exception of the last two weeks, when the 


number of foreign vessels from which we 
mostly draw our attendance has fallen off 
considerably, and the outlook for the next 
month is not very bright, as very few 
vessels at present are reported as bound 
for this port. I have held ten temper- 
ance meetings, and twenty-four men have 
signed the pledge for life. I have visited 


© Brunswick once, but the meeting was well 


attended. I do not feel as well as I used 
to do, it may be that all the extra work 


{ of the last year in connection with the 


| plessed by our work here, 


building may be the cause of it. 1am in 
hopes to be able to carry on the work for 
the coming summer, if it is God’ will. I 
am well pleased with our new place, and I 
have met with very much encouragement 
from many of the dear men of the sea, 
who have expressed themselves as being 
Many prayers 
have gone up to the throne of God from 
the seamen for future blessings upon this 


¥ work, including myself and samily, and I 
1) am glad to know that God answers His 
fl, children’s prayers. 


tee 


Washington. 
TACOMA, 


Tho Rey. R. S. Stupss writes on March 
14: 
I report a month of unusual activity 


| on Commencement Bay at the port of 
‘) Tacoma, fifty ships arrived in February, 


deep-water ships, taking away from this 
port wheat valued at $239,546; coal, $98, 


_ 664; lumber, $41,026; merchandise to 


northern ports, $112,750, San Francisco, 


' $165,620, Britisn Columbia, $69,148, to 
“ Chinaand Japan, $489,533; total, $1,216, 
' 522 for one month. 


Bethel workers have held meetings for 
seamen in the Bethel 12 times, on board 
ships, 4 times, at the Seamen’s Rest, 15 
times, elsewhere, 14 times; pledges taken, 
3; converted to God and reclaimed, 8; 
letters of Christian fellowship given, 8, 


AND SEAMEN’S FRIEND, 


159 


Meetings have been well attended, and 
excellent attention has been paid to the 
Word; laborers harmonious and happy in 
the work; the Holy Spirit very graciously 
present. The testimonies of the converts 
have been deeply interesting, and, in 
some instances, thrilling. For example, 
one young sailor who came to our Bethel 
meetings an avowed unbeliever in the 
Bible as inspired of God, in Jesus as a 
divine Saviour, and of his need of salva- 
tion, a few days before his ship sailed said 
to me, ‘‘I am being ground to powder, I 
can’t stand it, I must yield to the claims 
of the gospel;” and a day or two after- 
wards, at the Seamen’s Rest, he was con- 
verted and came down to the Sunday 
evening Bethel services, and rose and tes- 
tified, ‘‘I have found grace to forgive 
the man that killed my father, whose 
death [ had sworn to avenge; I have 
found grace to throw overboard all my 
infidelity, and best of all I have found 
grace to bow at the feet of Jesus whose 
divinity I had denied, and to accept Him 
as my personal Saviour.” Another, who 
was reclaimed in our private sitting- 
room, cried to God for mercy; and as he 
prayed his whole frame shook under the 
pressure of conviction as he rehearsed to 
God his faithlessness, moral cowardice, 
and his great crime of denying his Lord 
and Saviour, which almost put into eclipse 
his other and flagrant crimes of dissipa- 
tion and the attendant sins against heaven ; 
in a few minutes he found peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, rose from 
his knees and gave praise and glory to 
God, and at once began to testify of God’s 
grace and cautioned young converts 
against little departures from the narrow 
way of life and peace. 

Of course we rejoice at the results of 
casting ‘‘the net on the right side of the 
ship,” in obedience to our Lord; and we 
are stimulated to great searchings of heart 
and to fervent supplication: for God’s en- 
duement by the Holy Spirit’s illumina- 
tion and animation, that we may be burn- 
ing and shining lights in His vineyard. 
All praise be to God alone, “‘by whose 
grace I am what 1 am.” 


SEATTLE, 


The Rev. THos. Rexs writes on April 2: 


The war-cloud that is hanging over us 
has been a source of excitement, but we 
have kept pegging away and the Lord has 
been with us. ‘T'wenty have risen for 
prayers, ten conversions, of whom six 


160 


were seamen, for which I fervently praise 
the Lord. We need a good chapel kept 
open all the time. Many crews are paid 
off and become mere driftwood in the city 
at the mercy of the sharks, unless we can 
entice them to our meetings. I was at 
Port Blakely once. I visited nine ships 
there and supplied them with reading 
matter, attended the Sunday School, and 
preached in the evening. I received a let- 
ter from chaplain StuBBs, a man of God. 
He was having conversions; two of the 
coaverts I visited here as the ship came 
here to finish loading. 

Number of ships in port since last 
statement, 17, all others, 4; religious ser- 
vices held in chapel, 31, elsewhere, 1; at- 
tendance of seamen at religious services, 
6, of others, 38; religious visits to hos- 
pitals, 4, on ships, 44, in boarding-houses, 
8; tracts distributed, 190. 


ee EE I 
Book Notice. 


*¢TELL THEM,” or, THE Lire Story oF 
A MepicaL Missionary. By George D. 
Dowkontt, M.D. Illustrated. 


Dr. Dowxontr is well known in New 
York as the head of a training school for 
medical missionaries. This story of his 
life was worth telling and is worth read- 
ing. It shows the hand of divine guid- 
ance and the value of implicit trust. One 
or two chapters describing his career as a 
seaman will find their way into the Sain: 
oRS’ MAGAZINE, 

ee 
The Planets for May, 1898. 

Mercury will be visible at the end of 
the month in the morning just before sun- 
rise. 

Venus will be a conspicuous object in 
the west in the evening, 


Mars will be visible in the morning, 
but will not be conspicuous, 

Jupiter will be visible during the early 
part of the night. 

SATURN will be visible in the south the 
entire night, 

Uranus will be visible as a very faint 
star close to # Scorpii. 


Princeton. eRe 


THE SAILORS’ MAGAZINE. 


Total arrivalsscscccrccess seas 


: 
. 
[Mays 


Sailors’ Home, New York. 
190 CoeRRy STREET, 


Reported by F. Alexander, Lessee, for the 
month of 


Marcg, 1898, 


_———— 


Receipts for March, 1898. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Amherst, E. L. Hardenbergh, for li- 
brary, as a memorial of H. C. W. 
Springfield, bequest of the late John 
C. Beals, of Springfield, Mass., per 
J S Beals. executor, for benefit 


$20 50 


of the Sailors’ Home........- eee, 5008 
ConNECTICUT. 
Colchester, Congregational Church 

Sunday School. ...-cacessecwinee ae 4 28 

New Britain, Lucy J. Pease, $20 for a 

library and $5 towards alibrary. 25 00 

New London, Martha S. Harris, for 
library in memory of her hus- 

Dando Ne Garrisccscceuspaecae 20 00 

North Stonington, Congregational 

Sunday School. 5 00 

Somersville, Congregational Church. 5 60 
Stratford, Congregational Sunday 
School towards a library......... 10 00 
New YORE. 
Brooklyn, E. R. Atwater.....------.. 20 00 
New York City, collections on board 

the White Star line steamships, 

received per E. J. Adams......... 125 00 
Collections on board the steamer 

St. Louis of the International 

Navigation Co. received per H. 

G Philips, cashier .........- aialatelen 4 56 
Brown Brothers & Co........ eooeee 100 00 
Miss Sarena Rhinelander.........«. 50 00 
Wiflany GOO. seecses erecta ciacs= coerce 50 00 
Wi N; (Oran€arcciresare sieeete entice 25 00 
Ross Wood Wakeman, for a libra- 

ry to be known as the ‘* William 

W. Wakeman, Jr., Library’’.... 20 00 

New Village, First Congregational 

Church... 3; 1 50 

Southampton, First ’ Presbyterian ’ 
ORUCCHI se oeswete eels cisisenee eeeiaee ela 29 67 
Tarrytown, Mrs. Elizabeth R. Terry, 
for library......... cpevecesesecssa eleQnam 
NEw JERSEY. 
Newark, High Street Presbyterian 
GHUTCD a ecnclen theca cisiceee coceee, 20-55 
Plainfield, Mrs. Chas. F, Bom areboon 5 00. 
Miss L Boorman....... noon 5 00 
Tranquility, Mrs. H. S. "Hunt. Sosen 20 00 | 
Trenton, Third Presbyterian Church, 6 00. 
Nova Scorta, 
Spencer’s Island, Captain Johnson 
Spicer, for library WOPK....ccee.e 5 00 


$654 66 
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cee INFORMATION FOR SEAMEN. 
“LIST OF: OHAPLAINS, MISSIONARIES, Ete. AIDED BY THIS eOOtEE ty 
Bwepey, Helsingborg......-- fotels'is «.K. I, Berg. : 

5 . Stockholm. J.T, casero * 
. Rev. E. Hriksson. 


«-Christian Nielsen. 
-Rev. A. Wollesen. 


af Gottenborg:... 
“DENMARK, Copenhagen............+0- 


GERMANY, Hamburg..........e2s cece eee ee British & American Sailors’ Inst., H. M. Sharpe, 
BELGIUM, ANtWeIp... .ceiseeeveeceses ...Antwerp Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev J. Adams, — 
ALY, Geno0a...- 2... 000+ aioayntare) Genoa Harbor Mission, Rev. Donald Miller, 
Sh Ge INADICS . yess ss SESAME ote, an Naples Harbor Mission. Rev. T. Johnstone Irving. 
ANDIA, Bombay..........ceceees cccceeecees Seamen’s Rest. F. Wood, Superinterdent, 
Mi MRALACHT Biokstesk ce cece ananee _W, H. Dowling 
Japan, Yokohama... apie .. Rev. W.-T. Austen 
Ko Dsicipeveat settee .. J. M, Harmon 
‘ Nagasaki.....cs...050% ees. JOHN Makins, 


‘CHILE, Valparaiso: occ eek aieaess Rev. Frank Thompson, 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, Buenos Ayres . Buenos Ayres Sailors Home and Mission. 


Rosario... .. Rosario Sailors’ Home & Mission, F.Ericsson. 
Mapgira, Funchal...:.............1.. ...Mission to Sailors & Sailors’ Rest, Wm. Geo, Smart. 
Massacuuserts, Gloucester...........-.. Gloucester Fishermen’s Inst., Rev. E. C. Charlton, 
ConnictTicur, New Haven.,.......00.e80 ..Woman’s Sea. Friend Soe’y of Connecticut, Rev. 
NEw York, New York City... 0..cess sou Capt. Wm. Dollar. — . eh oO. Bergh. 
pa rgokiya, U. Navy xerd. J. PM. Wood, 

“Vincini, Norfolk ccs eae enue «++... Norfolk Port Society, Rev. J. B. “Merritt. 

‘~NoRTH CAROLINA, Wilmington... : <Wilmington Port Society, Rev. Jas, Carmichael, 
SouTH CAROLINA, Charleston. ..: Le teiearaed .. Charleston Port Society, Rev. C. E. Chichester, 


Frorips, Pensacola .......... all red Se . Pensacola Port Society, Henry C. Cushman. 
GzorGIA, Savannab .....- IRA TR ATiCh NB Savannah Port Society, H. Iverson. 

ALABAMA, Mobile... | 2.2.02... .e08 . Mobile Port Society, Rev. R. A. Mickle. 
“LOUISIANA, New Orleans..... 01.506 Veskee: New Orleans Port: Society, Rev. R. E. Steéle. 


OREGON, Portiand..... eailalccicie al siaieeie eobae Portland Seamen’s Friend Soc’ 'y, Rev. A. Robinson, 
ASCOFIR. 6 sess ne oct cana eee as Rev. J. McCormac. 
WASHINGTON, ' Tacoma....... Heese fsieisig Tacoma Seamen’s Friend Soc’ 'y, Rev. R. §. Stubbs. 
Seattle ss. ccsdes besniee anews Seattle Seamen’s Friend Society, Rev. Thos, Rees. 


ay Port Townsend....'.......... Pt. Townsend Sea. Friend Society. C. L. Terry. 
: Directory of Sailors’ Siouses and Private Boarding Houses. 


; Location, — Established by Keepers. 
~ PortsmouTH, N. H., No. 104 Market St Seamens Aid Society... - James F. Slaughter, 

~ Boston, Mass., N. Sq., Mariners’ House Boston Seamen's Aid Soc’y Capt. J. P. Hatch, 

4 «Phineas Stowe Sea, Home... Lad. Beth. Soc. ry tN pp enneY St. George C. Smith. 
**  Charlestown,46 Water St ... Epis. City Mission. ssevcseess. JOHN Allen, Supt, 
: “~~ Hast Boston. 120 Marginal St. seeccvsteos’ James M. Baitles, Supt. 
New BeprorpD, Mass., 14 Bethel Court. Ladies’ Br. N. B. P.S8....... E. Williams. 
New Yours, N. Y., 190 Cherry Street... Amer. Sea. Friend Society. F. Alexander, Lessee. 

we 5S Market St........... Epis. Miss. Soc. for Seamen H. Smith ; 

BROOKLYN, N.Y, , 172 Carroll St... . Scandinav’n Sailors’ Home, Capt. ©, . Ullenars, Supt. 
112 First Place. +. Finnish Luth, Sea, Home.. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pu, 422 South FrontS8t. Penn. * t.- Capt. R, S. Lippincott. 
BaALtTImMore, Md., 418 South Ann Street cocuivas abe teubec eee Rene Miss Ellen Brown. 


Vas 1737 Thames St...-.. Port Miss., Woman’s Aux’ry { nae Aondite Ree 
“Wiiminerton, N. C., Front & Dock Sts. Wilmington Port Society.... —— Bae i eee 
CHARLESTON, 8.-C., 44: Market Btocceee Ladies’ Sea. Friend Society Capt. H. G. Cordes. 
MOBILE, Ala......... «. Ladies’ Sea. Fr’nd Society.. —— = —— — 


New ORLEANS, La 
*S§an Francisco, Cal 
PoRTLAND, Ore... 
| NEw HAVEN, Conn. 


- N. O. Sea. Friend Society.. Halvor Iverson. 

8. F. Sea. Friend Soe’y.... ‘Capt. Melvin'Staples. 
Portland Sea. Fr’nd Soc’y. Rev..A. Robinson. 
Ladies’ Sea. Friend Society Rey: J..O. Bergh, Supt 
MARINERS? oa eh haere ¢ , 


' - Location. ded by Missionaries, 
PORTLAND, Mg.,Fort 8t.. n. Becton: i. Portland Bee Fr’nd Soc’y.- Rev. F. Southworth, 
“Boston. Mass., "B82: Hanover St........ Baptist Bethel Society...... ss A. 8, Gilbert: 
. Bethel,’ 287. Hanover St....«e+s--. Boston Sea. Friend Soc’ y-. . ‘* 8.8: Nickerson, 
East Boston Bethel.ocsceccese Methodist...........- ecceee SS DL. B. Bates. 
GLOUCESTER, Mass. 6 Duncan St...... Gloucester Fish’rmen’sInst. ‘ EH. C. Charlton, 
Nw BEDFoRD, Mass...-.....02-.0..6.. New Bedford Port Society. “ _E, Williams. 
Nw HAveEn, Conn. Bethel, 61 Water, Woman’s Sea. Friend Soc’y . ‘* John 0. Bergh. 
; alah York, N.Y. Catharinec. Madison New York Port Society.... — ** Samuel Boult. 
128 Charlton Street...0-sccsccoscee © W.S. Branch Mr. John McCormack, 
34 Pike Street, E. R.-.... +e. Episcopal Miss. Society.... Rev, A R. Mansfield. 
665 Washington Street..cece..s00. The Sea. Christian Ass’n...+ Stafford Wright. 
No. 341 West Street, N. Reececoces Episcopal Miss. Society -ee. “W. ALA. Gardiner, 
21 Coenties Slip....-.cercsecseases coos | ** Jsaac Maguire. 
: 53 Beaver St......... BOLE EN es Finnish Lutheran Sea. Ch.. * -V. K. Durchman, 
Macomten. N. Y., U.S. Navy Yard... Am. Sea. Friend Society. «» Mr. J..M.Wood. 
31 Atlantic Avenue... ecosecoccces New York Port Society +. ° 
“193 9th Street, near érd Avenue.. Dan. Ev. Luth. Sea. Miss’n. Rev. R. Andersen, 
Mori: Basin. - ide. ivecsdeles veeisecicles Episcopal Miss. Society.cee. * Isaac Maguire, 
Seandinavian Seamen's. Church, 

William §t., near Richard St.... Nor. Luth, Sea. Mission.».. ‘ Jakob Bo. 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa., c. Front & Union.. Presbyterian.....ec-sece0.- i“ H.F. Lee, 

N. W. cor. Front and Queen Sts.. Episcopal....ccccessscocecoe | * \ Francis W. Burch, 

Front Street, above Navy Yard... Baptist... -ccocccccree $s - 
Washington Ave, and Third §8t...- Methodist....ceesces-cvests “  'W. Downey. 
: Port Missionary, 1420, Chestnut St. ..2.000 ceccccs cece cocccves * EE, N, Harris, 
~ BaLtimors, Md., Aliceanna& Bethel Sts Seamen’s Un. Bethél Soc’ y... “ GW. Heyde. 
No. 815.S. Broacway. ces es--cooe- Port Mission... cc- coe-cec- Mr. Kirby 8. Willis. 
NoRFoLgE, Va. Water St., near Madison Norfolk Sea. Fr’ nd Soc y.. Rev. J. B. Merritt. 
‘WILMINGTON, hN, Ore Ae, ee. Wilmington Port Society.,... “ J.Carmichael,D.D, 
OHARLESTON, 8.C.,44 & 46 “Market 8t.. Charleston Port Society.... “©. E. Chichester, 
BAVANNAH, GBs this coslecesanis Senos Amer. Sea. Friend Soc’ Tes ss” Hi Iverson, 
PENSACOLA, Fla... ..- 0» eos Mr. Henry C. Cushman, 
Mosite Ala., Church 8t., near Water pean eee ss yee Rev. R.A. Mickle, 
NEW ORLEANS, La., Fulton & Jackson. Presbyterian.......ccc0--s. ‘ R. E. Steele. 
ee FRANcISCO, Cal 00 e-veccovec- sccees PAN Francisco Port Society .** J.Rowell. 
PORTLAND, Ore... ceee Amer. Sea. Friend Soc’y... ‘* A. Robinson. 


AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY 
76 Wall Street, New York. 


ORGANIZED, MAY, 1828—INCORPORATED, APRIL, 1833, 


JAMES W. ELWELL, President. 
-W. C. STITT, D.D., Secretary. 


BoaRD OF TRUSTEES. 
"WILLIAM C. STURGES, | 


EDWARD B. COE, D.D., LL.D., 
42 West pane Street, New York. 


/ENOS N. TAF 


\76. Wall Sitwot, New York. 
JAMES W. ELWELL, 
\: 47 South Soeet New York, 
W. IRVING COM 
59 William Bircats New York. 


‘ELBERT A. BRINCKERHOFPF, 


109 Duane Street, New York. 
CHARLES K. WALLACE 

52 Broadway, New York. 
A.-G: MA hapa pr pes 

Englewood, N 
JOHN DWIGHT 

63 Wall Street,) New York, 
SAMUEL ROWLAN 

47 Water Femird ‘New York. 


. FREDERICK’ STURGES, 


76 Wall Street, New York. 
GRORGE BELL, 
68 South Street. New York. 


OBJECTS OF THE “SOCIETY, 


behalf ; “by promoting in every port Boarding Houses of good character, Savings’ Banal 
Register offices, Libraries, Museums, Reading Rooms, and Schools; oat ‘also the mini 
tions of the Gospel, and other religious blessings.” is 


CHAPLAINS.—In addition to its chaplaincies, in the United States, the ‘Sosiaty ha statio 
in Japan, Cums, S. A.,; the Maprrra IsLaNps, TemLanp, SWEDEN, Norway, ‘DENMARE, G 
MANY, HOLLAND, | BrLerum, France. Irany, and INDIA. ‘A list of, the chaplains, who 
always be ready to befriend the sailor, is given'on the preceding, page. Piste arte 


‘LOAN ‘LIBRARTES.—An impottant part of the Society's work, and. jone ‘Breatly blessed: 0! 
God to the good of seamen, is that of placing on board ships going to | sea, libraries con 
posed of carefully selected, instructive, and entertaining books, put up in cases ‘conta! ¥ 
between thirty-five and forty volumes each, for the use of ships’ officers and crews. The 
donor of each library is informed when and where it goes, and to whom it is entrusted; 
whatever of interest is heard from it: is communicated as far as possible. The whole n r 
ber of new libraries sent out. by the Society up to April 1, 1897, ‘was 10,379, Calculating 12, 41) 
reshipments, their 553,685 volumes ‘have been: accessible to more) than 395.0: men, Ht 
dreds of hopeful: conversions at sea have been Teported | as traceable to this instrumen x3 
tality. A large proportion of these libraries have been ‘provided ‘by ete! contributi ns | 
from Sabbath-Schools. Twenty dollars furnishes a library. ° iat 


Tm Sattors’ Homz, No, 190 Cherry Street, New York, is the property. of this Society, 


EDGAR L. MARSTON, 


A. GIFFORD 


NORMAN. FOX. 


CHAS. A, STODDARD, D.D., Vice-Presi 
“WILLIAM ©. STURGES, Treasurer. 


76 Wall Street, New York. 
DAVID GILLESPIE, 
Morristown, N. J. 


33 Wall Street, New York. 
CHAS. A. STODDARD. D.D., 
156 nen Avenue, New York. 
WM. E. STIGER, 
Renee) 3, Broadway, New York. 
DANIEL BARN: 
76 Wall Street, New York. 
AGNEW, 
22 West 39th Street, New York, 
W. HALL ROPES, e 
< 46 Wall Street New York, 


Wortotowia NJ. t 
JOHN E. LEECH 
_. 94 Remsen Street, Brookiya, N.Y, 


<3) 


and is leased under careful, judicious restrictions, It ig unsurpassed in. comfort by. any 
Sailors’ Home in the world; its moral and religious influences cannot be fully estimated, 
but many seamen have there been led to Christ. Destitute, shipwrecked. seamen are, pro*) | 
vided for'at'the Homr. A missionary of the Society resides in the. Home, and religious. an 
temperance meetings are held daily. The Lessee receives and cares for the savings 0 of 
sailor guests and a large amount has thus been saved to seamen and their families, ' 


A list of the Society’s periodicals will be found. -on the second page of the cover of tht 
MAGAZINE. { 


